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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 INTRODUCTION AND REGULATORY GUIDANCE

This document is an Initial Study, which concludes that a Mitigated Negative Declaration is the
appropriate CEQA document for the Inspire Charter School Relocation Project. This Mitigated
Negative Declaration has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmentat
Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code Section 21000 ef seq. and the State CEQA
Guidelines, California Code of Regulations Section 15000 et seq.

An initial Study is conducted by a Lead Agency to determing if a project may have a significant
effect on the environment. In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15063, an EIR must be
prepared if an Initial Study indicates that the proposed project under review may have a
potentially significant impact on the environment that cannot be initicily avoided or mitigated
to a level that is less than significant. A Negative Declaration may be prepared, if the lead
agency prepares ¢ written statement describing the reasons why the proposed project would
not have g significant effect on the environment, and therefore why it does not require the
preparation of an EIR {CEQA Guidelines Section 15371). According to CEQA Guidelines Section
15070, o Negative Declaration shall be prepared for a project subject to CEQA when either:

a) The inifial study shows there is no subsfantial evidence, in iight of the whole record
before the agency, that the proposed project may have a significant effect on the
environment, or

b} The initial study identifies potentially significant effects, buf:

(1} Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant
before the proposed negalive declaration is released for public review would
avoid the effects or mitfigate the effects to o point where clearly no significant
effects would occur; and

{2} There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency,
that the proposed project as revised may have a significant effect on fthe
environment.

1.2  LEab AGENCY

The lead agency is the public agency with primary respensibility over a proposed project. Where
two or more public agencies will be involved with a project, CEQA Guidelines Section 15051
provides criteria for identifying the lead agency. In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section
15051{b} (1}, "The lead agency will normally be the agency with general governmental powers,
such qs a city or county, rather than an agency with a single or limited purpcse.” Based on the
criteria above, the Chico Unified School District {District) is the lead agency for the proposed
Inspire Charier School Relecation Project,

1.3 PURPOSE AND DOCUMENT ORGANIZATION

The purpase of this Mitigated Negative Declaration is to evaluate the potential environmental
impacts of the proposed Inspire Charter School Relocation Project. This document is divided into
the following sections:

. 1.0 Introduction - This section provides an infroduction and describes the purpose and
organization of this document.

inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Draft initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Cctober 2011
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

. 2.0 Project Information - This section provides general information regarding the project
including the project title, lead agency and address, contact person, brief description of
the project location, generdl plan land use designations, zoning designation, identification
of surounding land uses, and identification of other puklic agencies whose raview,
approval, and/or permits may be required. Also listed in this section is a checklist of the
environmental factors that are potentially affected by the project,

. 3.0 Project Description - This section provides a detailed description of the propecsed
project.

. 4.0 Environmental Checklist - This section describes the environmental setting/overview for
each of the environmental subject areas, evaluates a range of impacts classified as "no
impact,” "less than significant,” “less than significant with mitigation incorporated,” and
"potentially significant” in response to the environmental checklist. Each environmental
checklist question is discussed and analyzed, and mitigation measures are identified, where
appropricte, fo mitigate potentially significant impacts to a less than significant level.

. 5.0 References - This section identifies documenis, websites, people and other sources
consulied during the preparation of this inifial study.

1.4  EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Section 4.0, Evaluation of Environmental Impacts, is the analysis portion of this Initial Study. This
section provides an evaluation of the potential environmental impacts of the project. There are
seventeen environmentfal issue subsections within Section 4.0, inciuding CEQA Mandaiory
Findings of Significance. The environmental issue subsections, numbered 1 through 18, consist of
the following: :

1. Aesthetics 10.  Land Use and Planning

2. Agriculfure and Forestry 1. Mineral Resources

3. Air Quality 12, Noise

4. Biological Resources 13.  Population, Housing and Environmental Justice
5. Cultural Resources 14. Public Services

4. Geclogy and Soils 15, Recregtion

7. Greenhouse Gases 146, Transportation/Circulation

8. Haozards and Hazardous Materials 17.  Ulilities and Service Systems

9. Hydrology and Water Quality 18.  Mandatory Findings of Significance

Each envircnmenial issue subsection is organized in the foliowing manner:

The Environmental Sefting summarizes the existing conditicns at the regional, sub-regional and
local level, as appropriate, and identifies applicabie plans and technical information for the
particular issue area.

The Checklist Discussion/Analysis provides o detailed discussion of each of the environmental
issue checklist questions. The level of significance for each fopic is determined by considering
the predicted magnifude of the impact. Four levels of impact significance are evaluated in this
initial study:

No Impact: No project-related impact to the environment would coccur with project
development.

Chico Unified School District inspire Charter School Relocation Project
Qctober 2011 Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Less than Significant Impact: The impact would not resull in a substantial adverse change
in the environment, This impact level does not require mitigation measures,

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated: An impact that may have a
“subxstantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditions
within the area affected by the project” (CEQA Guidelines Section 15382). However, the
incorporation of mitigation measures that are specified after the analysis would reduce
the project-reiated impact to a less than significant level,

Potentially Significant impact: An impact that is "potentially significant” as described
apbove, but for which mitigation measures cannot be immediately suggested or the
effectiveness of potential mitigation measures cannet be determined with cerfainty,
because more in-depth analysis of the issue and potential impact is needed. In such
cases, an EIR is reguired.

inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2011
1.0-3
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2.0 PROJECT INFORMATION

1. Project tifle:

2. lead agency name and address:

3. Contact person and phone number:

4. Project location:

5. Project sponsor's name and address:

6. General pian designation:

7. Zoning:

8. Description of project:

9. Surrounding land uses and setting:

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project

Chico Unified School District
1163 East Seventh Street
Chico, CA 95928

Michael Weissenborm, Director Facilities and
Construction
[530) 891-3140

1071 East 16th Street and 1900 Martin Luther King
Jr. Parkway, Chico, CA 95928

Latitude 39°43'35.08"N, Longitude 121°48'48.40"W
{APN: 005-540-003)

Chico Unifisd School District
1163 East Seventh Street
Chico, CA 95928

Public/Quasi-Public
(P)

Chapman Mulberry Neighborhood Plan
[P-Q/CM)

The Chico Unified School District proposes fo
relocaie the campus of the Inspire Charter High
School fromits existing location on the Chico High
School campus, locaied at 201 Esplanade, Chico,
CA, to the Chapman Elementary School campus,
located at 1071 East 16th Street, Chico, CA.-This
will entail relocating 21 existing portable classroom
and 4 restroom buildings from other Chico Unified

School District campuses io the Chapman

Elementary School campus; the acquisition and
instailation of three additional new pertable
classroom buildings; and the future construciion of
one new permanent muitiple-purpose
classroom/performance structure on the School
campus. The project would ciso enfall the
demolition and movement of the exisiing park
maintenance building to a new localion at the
norihern end of the existing Community Park site
and installation of new play eguipment ot
Chapman Eementfary School. All educational
buiidings would be loccated within an existing
undeveioped area of the Chapman Elementary
School campus currently utilized for recreation /
field space,

The Chapman Eementary School campus is
located in the “"Chapman-town” area af 14
Street and Cleveland Avenue and adjacent to
Community Park. The school is located within an

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Chice Unified School District
Ociober 2017
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2.0 PROJECT INFORMATION

unincorporated isiand surrounded by the City of
Chico in Butte County, California. The campus is
iocated adiccent to residential, commercial, and
industrial developmeni, as well as a community
park.

10. Other public agencies whose approval * State Water Resources Control Board -
may be required (e.g. permits, financing Construction General Permit
approval, or participation agreement): * Chico Area Recreation and Parks District —
Reciprocal Use Agreement
* Division of the State Architect - Project Plans
* California Department of Education

2.1 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below wouid be potentially affected by this project, involving at
least one impact that is reduced 1o less than significant through the use of mitigation measures
indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

(] aesthetics [} Agriculture Resources B Air Quality

[X] Biological Resources Cultural Resources D Geology and Scils

[ Greenhouse Gases ] ;%izi?;!fnd Hazardous M gtcgﬁilogy and Water
[] Land Use and Planning  [] Mineral Resources Noise

m Population and Housing (] Public Services C] Recreation

[ transportation/Traffic M Utilities and Service 7] Mandatory Findings of

Systems Significance

2.2 DeTERMINATION: On the basis of this initial evaluation:

[

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

>

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

P find that the proposed project MAY hove a "potentially significant impact” or
"notentialiy significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but af least one
effect 1} has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable
legal standards, and 2} has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier
analysis as described on attached sheets, An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is
required, but it must anailyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter Schoof Relocation Project
October 201171 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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2.0 PROJECT INFORMATION

(] | find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier ER or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

W October 20, 2011

Signature Date

Michael Weissenborn, Director - Facilities and Construction
Printed Name -

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2011
' 2.0-3
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3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

3.1 PROJECT LOCATION

The project is primarily located on the Chapman Elementary School campus at 1071 East 16th
Sireet in the City of Chico, California.! The project site is west of State Route (SR) 99, north of East
201 Street, and south of Community Park. However, in addition to the Chapman Elementary
School campus, a portion of the project will be located with Community Park at 1900 Martin
Luther King Jr. Parkway, which is adjocent to the Chapman Elementary School campus,
Specifically, the project s located on Assessor Parcel Numbers (APN) 005-540-003, Section 25,
Township 22N, Range 1E Chico, CA, 7.5-minute USGS quad map (Latitude 39°43'35.08"N,
Longitude 121°48'48 .60"W).

The location of the project site is illustrated in Figure 3.0-1, Project Location.
3.2 PROJECT SUMMARY

The Chico Unified School District [CUSD} proposes to relocate the Inspire School of Arts and
Sciences {inspire Charter School) from the Chico High School campus, located atb 901
Espianade, Chico, CA, fo the Chapman Eementary Schoo! campus, located at 1071 East 16th
Street, Chico, CA. This will entall relocating 21 existing portable classroom and 4 rastroom
buildings from other Chico Unified Schocl Distriict campuses to the Chapman Elementary School
campus; the acquisition and installation of three additional new portable classroom buitdings,
and the future construction of one new permansnt multiple-purpose classroom/performance
structure on the School campus. The project will also involve the movement of the existing
Community Park maintenance bullding currently located in the southern portion of the park
near the field nouse building to a new, currently vacant, location at the far northern end of the
existing park sife, the reconfiguration of the southern-most park parking lot and the installation of
new play equipment within the existing play area ot Chapman Hementary School. Al
educational buildings would be located within the unceveloped darea of the Chapman
Eementary School campus site currently utilized for recreation and field space purposes. (Please
refer to Figure 3.0-2, Proposed Site Plan)

Along with the relocation/instaliation of portable buildings and the future construction of a new
permanent classroom / performance space siruciure, the project would entail:

- Reconfiguration and expansion of the southernmost Community Park parking lof lecated
along Martin Luther King Jr. Parkway, including construction of a new student drop-off/pick-
up area and modification of the drive aiste and parking space configuration accessed via
the northernmost parking lot enfrance; and

- Demoiifion of the existing park maintenance building at its current location and construction
of o new park maintenance building aif the nartherly end of the park. The future removal
and relocation of the restroom facilities at the southem end of Community Park are not
contemplated as part of this action.

The existing Inspire Charter High School campus accommodates 380 students and the School
has a maximum student capacity of 399 inits approved Charter. However, plans are underway
to submit an amendment to the Schools charter o expand the student capacity to 480
students. To address and accommodate the potential future expansion of the School, the new
facilities will be designed fo accommodaie the anticipated 480 maximum student load.

1 The project site Is located within an unincorporated island in the City of Chico known as Chapman Town,

Chico Unified School District inspire Charter School Relocafion Project
October 2071 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION |

The school will operate between the hours of 8:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday through Friday during
the reguiar school year of August through May, with occasional weekend and evening events
throughout the school year. The core academic schedule is consistent with the normal school-
day schedule of other CUSD High Schooi facilities, However, Inspire students may elect to have
more flexible schedules resulting in staggered school start- and end-times.

In order to allow for shared use of the southernmost Community Park parking iot by park visitors
and both Inspire Charter School and Chapman Elementary students and faculty, the CUSD,
Chico Area Recregtion and Parks District (CARD) and Inspire Charter High School Board will
enter into a three-party reciprocal use agreement. The reciprocal use agreement will allow the
inspire Charter Schoo! to ulilize the parking facilities ai Community Park as well as allow for both
the Inspire Charter School and the Chapman Elementary School to use the park's ball fieids,
tennis courts, and other faciiifies. In exchange, CARD will be allowed fo ulilize the existing
classroom facifities on both school sites as needed for recreation programming activities and
CARD service activities.

3.3 PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

As siated above, the relocated school would be located on what is currently a recreational field
on the existing Chapmaon Elementary School campus. A portion of -the field area would be
graded and paved fo accommodate the new school buildings and facilities. The exsting
parkland of CARD's Community Park would be used as o replacement for the recreational field
area being converted o the relocated Inspire Charter School’'s campus as gliowed under the
reciprocal use agreement between CUSD, CARD and the inspire Schoot Beard.,

The proposed buildings required for the inspire Charter School would range in size from
approximately 960 to 1,920 square feet and wouid be ulilized as classrooms, administrative
offices, labs, a study / dining hall, an art sculpture room, an engineering and robotics room, four
restrooms, two digital media / computer reoms, four music and dance-related rooms, and
science labs. Alsc proposed on the project site is a permanent site-built +/- 4,500 square foot
multi-purpose room to be constructed at a future date when funding is available. A chain-link
fence would be insialled fo provide physical separation between Inspire Charter School and
Chapman Eementary School. inspire Charter School staff and student parking would be
provided adjacent to the campus within Community Park, and would be accessad from Manitin
Luther King Jr. Parkway. No parking facilities will be shared with Chapman Elementary School.

3.4 REQUIRED PERMITS AND APPROVALS
+ Construction General Permit from the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)
* Reciprocal Use Agreement with the Chico Areq Recreation and Parks District {CARD)

+ Building Permits and Approvals [Division of the Siate Architect / Butte County / City of

Chico)
Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2077
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3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

3.5 RELATIONSHIP OF PROJECT TO OTHER PLANS AND PROJECTS

BUTTE COUNTY GEMERAL PLAN

The County of Bulle General Plan is the fundamenial document governing land use
develecpment within the unincorporated areas of the County. The General Plan was last
cdopted on October 26, 2010,

The County's General Plan includes numerous goals and policies perfaining to Land Use,
Agriculiure, Water Resources, Circulation, Housing, Conservation and Open Space, Health and
Safety, and Public Faciiifies and Services. The proposed project will be required ¢ abide by all
applicable goals and policies included in the County's adopted General Plan.

CHAPMAN/MULBERRY NEIGHRORHOOD PLAN

The purpase of the policies and implementation measures included in the Chaprman/Mulberry
Neighiorhood Plan is to preserve and enhance the single family residential character of the
community and promote the revitalization of the Chapman/Mulbery Neighborhood. The
policies and implementation measures of this document are intended to help revilalize and
stabilize the neighborhooed, The proposed project will adhere 1o these policies and
implementation medasures,

CHICO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT FACILITIES MASTER PLAN

The purpose of the Chico Unified Schoel District Facitifies Master Plan [FMP) is 1o provide a fact-
based, data-driven report for District staff and the Board to make decisions related to District
educational facilities that best serve the needs of ail present and future students. The FMP herein
uses articulated assumptions for enrollment, school capacities, and availability of finances and
funding. It wili help guide the District in constructing new faciities, evaluating existing facilities
and programs by site, age, and type; and integrating student enroliments in the decision making
processes for current, planned and future facilities,

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
October 2011 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declarafion
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

4.1 AESTHETICS, Would the project:

a} Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? ] M ] X
b Substantially. damage scenic resources, including,
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and I O ] &
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?
¢} Substantially degrade the existing visual character
) . ‘ oo X
or quality of the site and its surroundings? U O O
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare
that would adversely affect day or nighttime views M X 1 O]
in the area?
Overview

The project site is loccated in a fully urbanized area within the wrkan area of Chico {an
unincorporated island within the City of Chico in Bulte County, California). The relecation of the
inspire Charter School would occur onto an existing elementary school site and into an area of
the site that is currently undeveloped and used as recreation field space. The ared surrounding
the project site consists of commercial development and industrial uses to the south and east
and school and park lands in all other directions.

Discussion of Impacts

al - No impacth Scenic vistas include nafural features such s fopography, water courses,
rock outcrops, natural vegetation, and man-made alterafions 1o the landscape. The
project site and surrounding vicinity is fully developed and consists of o elementary
school campus, commercial buiidings to the south of the site, and a community park
along streetscapes. The project site does not contain unique visual features that would
distinguish it from surrounding areas nor is 1t located within a designated scenic vista, In
addition, there are no distinct or distinguishing rock features on the project site. No scenic
vistas are currently visible from the project site as views of the Sierra Nevada foothills are
obscured by existing odjacent development. Therefore, the project would have no
impact on scenic vistas,

b) No Impact.-The project would be located within a developed urbon area on a
developed educational campus site. No scenic resources, historic buildings, or stafe
scenic highways exist on the site or within the project vicinity. Therefore, the project
would have no impact on scenic resources.

C) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project site is an open grassy area on the
eastern portion of the Chapman Elementary School campus. Although instaliation of 28
mobile builldings, and 1 permanent buildings would alier views of the project site, the
proposed buildings would be consistent with other facilities located on the campus
which are already visible. installation of the proposed buildings would not detract from
the current visual character of the site as it would be an addition o the existing schoo]
site and consist of buildings approved by the California Board of Education and Division
of State Architects,

Chice Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
Qctober 2071 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Further, grading and construction activities associated with the project have the
potential to cause temporary degradation of iocal aesthetics for park visitors, residents
living close to the school site, and for Chapman Elementary School staff and students,
However, such activities are femporary, and would cease with the completion of these
activities. Due to the temporary nature of this impact, this impact is considered less than
significant,

d) Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. No new light or glare sources visible
beyond the project site would be infroduced during construction of the proposed
oroject. All construction work will be performed during normal daylight construction
hours, thereby eliminating any need for temporary light sources necessary for nighttime
work.

The proposed project will further develop an existing school campus, which may result in
a moderate increase of ariificial light and glare into the existing environment. Potenticl
sources of light and giare include external building lighting, parking iot lighting, security
Eghting, building windows, and reflective building materials. The introduction of new
sources of light and glare may contribute to nighttime light pollution and result in impacts
o nighttime views in the area. Implementation of MM 4.1.1 would reduce potential
impacts to a level that is considered less than significant.

Mitlgation Measures:

MM 4.1.1 All ouiside lighting installed as part of the project shall be shielded downward in
order to reduce the project's potential contribution to nighttime ght poliufion in
the areq,

Timing/Implementation: Prior to occupancy of the new schoal facilities
Enforcement/Monitoring: Chico Unified School District
inspire Charter Schoof Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2071
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4.2 AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES. In determining whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant environmentai effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agriculural
Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997), prepared by the California Department of
Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agricuiture and farmiand. Would
the project:

a)  Convert Prime Farmiand, Unigue Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmiand),
as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the O ] x O
Farmiand Mapping and Monitoring Program of
the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

by Conflict with existing zoning for agriculiural ] ] O ]
use, or a Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public
Resources Code Section 12220{g)), timberland
(as defined by Public Resocurces Code Section ) J M (<]
4526 and by Government Code Sectien
51104, or timberland zoned Timbertand
Production {as defined by Government Code
Section 531104(g))?

d}  Result in the loss of forestland or conversion of ] H ] X
forestland to non-forest use?

e} Involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due fo their location or ] M ] X
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland
to non-agricultural use?

Overview

The Cadiifernia Department of Censervation manages a Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program (FMMP), which idenfifies and maps significant farmland. The ciassification of farmland
as Prime Farmland, Unigue Farmland and Farmiand of Statewide Importance is based upon the
suitability of solls for agricultural production, as defermined by o soil survey conducied by the
Natural Resource Conservation Service [NRCSH An FMMP map has been prepared for Bulte
County that includes the project area.

Discussion of Impacts

Q) Less Than Significant Impact. According to the NRCS, project site soils are comprised of
Chico loam. This soil is classified as “prime farmlond” by the California Department of
Conservation. However, as illustrated on the Butte County important Farmiond 2008 map
oublished by the California Departmeant of Conservation, the project site s designated
urban and built-up land due to the abundonce of commercial and residential
development surrounding the site, Therefore, the proposed project will not convert prime

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
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b

farmiand, unique farmland, or farmiand of statewide importance. This impact is
considered less than significant.

No Impact. The project site is zoned Chapman Mulberry Neighborhood Plan (P-Q/CM)
under the County of Butte Zoning Ordinance. This zoning district was not infended for
agriculiural uses. According to the California Department of Conservation, Division of
Lond Rescurce Protection. Wiliamson Act Program, the project site is not subject 10 a
Williamson Act contract. Adjacent properties are simitarly zoned for urban uses and are
not subject to Wiliamson Act contracts. Implementation of the proposed project will
have no impact on zoning for agriculiural use or o Williomsen Act confract,

No Impact. The project site contains no forest or timber resources, is not zoned for forest
land protection or fimber production, and would have no impact on any lands with such
zoning.

No Impact. The project site contains no forest or timber resources.

No Impact, According to maps published by the Farmiand Mapping and Monitoring
Program, there is ne farmland located adiacent to or in the immediate vicinity of the
project site. Further, there are no features of the proposed project that would necessitate
or result in the conversion of off-site farmland.

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 20117
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b o : p

4.3  AIR QUALITY. Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality
management or air pollution contrei districe may be relied upon io make the foilowing
determinations. Would the project:

a)  Conflict with or cbstruct implementation of the ] O ] 5
applicable air guality plan?
b} Violate any air quality standard or contribute
L O X O u

substantially to an existing or projected air
quality violation?

¢} Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the
project region is in non-attainment under an o
applicable federal or state ambient air quality O 0 X .
standard {including releasing emissions that
exceed guantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

dl Expose sensitive receptors  to  substantial ! ] ] ]
pollutant concentrations?
e} Create ohjectionable odors affecting a substantial ] O ] B

number of people?

Overview

The project area is located in o region identifled as the Northern Sacramento Valley Air Basin
INSVARB). This larger air basin is divided into local air districts, which are charged with the
responsibility of implementing air quality programs. The local air quality agency affecting the
project area is the Butte County Air Quality Management District (AGMD]. Within the AQMD, the
primary seurce of air pollution is motor vehicles. In response to motor vehicle pollutants, the siate
lagisiature adopted the Cadlifornia Clean Alr Act, which requires local air districts to develop
measures fo reduce emissions from mobille sources.

Air quality standards are set at both the federal and state levels of government {Table 4.3-1). The
Federal Clean Air Act requires the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish ambient
air quality standards for six criteria air pollutants: ozene, carbon monoxide, nifrogen dioxide,
sulfur dioxide, lead, and particulate matter (i.e., PMas and PMig. The Califernia Cleon Air Act also
seis ambient air quality standards. The state standards are more stringent than the federal
standards, and they include other pollutants as well as those regulated by the federal standards.
When the concentrations of pollutants are below the allowed standards within an areaq, that
areq is considered to be in atfainment of the standards.

Tabie 4.3-1

¢.0% ppm

Ozone [Os) 1-hour (180 pig/me) -- Same as Primary
Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
October 20711 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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g 0.07 oprn - 0.08 ppm
8-hour (137 pg/m?) (157 yg/m?)
Particulate Matter AAM 20 pg/m? {Revoked)h
[PMag) 24-hour 50 ug/m? 150 pg/m?
Fine Parficulate AAM 12 pg/msd 15 ug/m?
Matter (PMas) 24-hour No Standard 35 ug/mst
1-hour 20 ppm (23 mg/m?) 35 ppm {40 mg/md)
Carkon Monoxide 8-hour 9 ppm (10 mg/m?) ¢ ppm {10 mg/m3) N
one
(COj 8-hour 4 ppm {7 ma/md) ~
ILake Tahoe) PR 9
0.053 ppm
AAM -
Nitrogen Dioxide {100 pg/m?3} .
Same as Primary
{NO2) 1-hour 0.25 ppm _
{470 ug/m?)
AAM - 0.03 opm (80 ug/md3) -
: 0.04 ppm 0.14 ppm _
24-hour 1105 g/m?) (365 ug/m?,
Sultur Dioxide (SOsz} 0.5 ppm
. 3-hour - - (2,300 pg/m®)
0.25 ppm _ .
1-hour (655 g /mé)
30-day 3 _ »
Average 1-5 ug/m
Lead Caiendar
Quarter - 1.5 ug/.m~ Same as Primary
Sulfates 24-hour 25 ug/m?e
Hydrogen Sulfide 1-hour 0.03 ppm {42 ug/md)
Vinyt Chloride 24-hour 0.01 ppm (26 ug/md)

Source: Cafifornia Air Resources Board and United States Enviconmental Frofection Agency

Notes: AAM = Annual Arithmetic Mean

a. Caiffornia standards for ©s, CO [(except Lake Tahoe], sulfur dioxide {1- and 24-hour), nitrogen dicxide, PM [PMio
and PMzs, and visibility-reducing particles are vaives that are not o be exceeded. All others are not to be
equaled or exceeded.

b. National standards fofher than Os PM, and those based on annual averages or annuai arithmetic means} are not
to be exceeded more than once a year. The Os standard is atiained when the fourth highest 8-hour
concentralion in a year, averaged over 3 years, is equal to or less than the standard. For PMio, fhe 24-hour
standard is affained when the expected number of days per calendar year with a 24-hour average concenfration
above 150 gg/m? is equal 16 or less than one. For PMzys, the 24-hour standiard is attained when 98 percent of daily
concentrations, averaged over three years, are equal fo orless than the standard.

¢. Concentration expressed first in units in which it was promulgated. Equivalent unils given in parentheses are based
on a reference temperature of 25 C and o reference pressure of 760 fons.

d. The levels of air quality necessary to protect the public health.

e. The levels of air quality necessary fo profect the public welfare from any known or anficipated adverse effecis of a
poilutant.

f. Based on revised particulafe standards adopted by the EPA on Sepfember 21, 2006. Due to lack of evidence
finking heclth problems to iong-term exposure to coarse particulale pofiution, the EPA has revoked the annual
Pihestandard.

Data concering qir quality in the vicinity of the project area is collected at an air quality
monitoring station on Manzaniia Avenue in the City of Chico. Table 4.3-2 shows the three most
recent years of air quality data from the Chico-Manzaniia Avenue monitorng station. The data
appear to indicate that air auality in Butie County is generally fair. Further, with the exceplion of
the state PMio and PMas standards, and state and federal 8-hour ozone standards, Butte County
is in attainment or unciassified for most criteria air pollutants.

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2011
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Table 4.3-2
Air Quality Dater

QOzone (Ca)

pMaximum 1-Hour Concentration {prpm) a1 0.080 0.077

Maximum 8-Hour Concentration {ppm) 0.097 0.073 0.071
Number of Days Exceeding Stale i-Heur Standard 2 0 0
Numter of Days Exceeding Stale 8-Hour Standard 14 2 ]
Number of Days Exceeding Federal 8-Hour Standard 6 0 0

Inhaiable Particulates (PMio)

naxirnum 24-Hour Concentrafion {(pg/md) 143.5 48.2 40.%
Number of Days Exceeding $iate Standard I3 0 0
Number of Days Exceeding Federal Standard 0 o 0

Ultra-Fine Parficulates (PMzas)

Maximum 24-Hour Concentration (ug/ma) 190.9 59.2 39.8

Estimated Days Exceeding Federai 24-Hour Standard 36.5 0 6]
Carbon Monoxide (CO}

Maximum B-Hour Conceniraiion {mg/m?3) 274 2,35 1.80
Number of Days Exceeding Siate Standard 0 0 0
Numibser of Days Exceeding Federal Standard 0 0 0

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO3}

Maximum Hourly Conceniration (ug/m?) 0.048 0.037 0,046

Nurnber of Days Exceeding State Standard 0 ¢ 0

Source: California Alr Resources Board

Discussion of Impacts

Q) No Impact. As part of its enforcement responsibilities, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA} requires each state with nonattainment areas to prepare and submit o
State Implementation Plan (SIP} that demonstrates the means to attain the federal
standards. The SIP must integrate federal, sicte, and local plan components and
regulations o identify specific measures to reduce pollution in nonatiginment arecs,
using o combination of performance standards and market-based programs. Similarly,
under state law, the Cdlifornia Clean Alr Act requires an air gquality attainment plan
(AQAP) to be prepared for areas designated as nonattainment with regard o the
federal and state ambient air quality standards. Air quaility attainment plans outline
emissions limits and confrol measures o achieve and maintain these standards by the
earliest practical date,

The North Sacramenic Valley Planning Area (NSVPA) 2009 Alr Quality Atfainment Plan is
the most recent air quality pianning document for Butie County and constitutes the
region's SIP. SIPs are o compilation of new and previously submitted plans, programs
such as monitoring, modeling, permitting, etc.), district rules, state regulations, and
federal controls describing how the state wil abfain national ambient air quality
standards (NAAQGS;] for ozene and parlicuiate matter. State law makes the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) the lead agency for all purposes related to the SIP. Local air
districts prepare SIP elements and submit them to CARB for review and approval, The
NSVFA 2009 AQAP includes forecast reactive organic gases [ROG) and nitrogen oxides

Chico Unified Schoof District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
October 2017 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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b)

(NOx) emissions {ozone precursors) for the entire NSVPA region through the year 2020.
These emissions are not appropriated by county or municipality.

According to the AQMD, the consistency of the proposed project with the NSVPA 2009
Air Quaiity Attainment Plan, which is also the SIP for the dir basin, should be determined
by both (a) the project’s consistency with population and vehicle use projections utilized
by the AQAP and [b) the extent to which the project implements AQAP franspertation
control measures.

White the project would increase the intensity of the land use on the project sife, the
project would not represent a new type of iand use on the site or a wholly new land use
or air emission generation source as the project is the movement of an existing facility as
opposed to the construction of a wholly new faciiity. No popuiation growth would occur
as a result of the project. Whan compiete, the project wouid increase existing fraffic
within the localized project areg during off-peak periods and would reduce traffic
impacts in the localized Chico High School campus area. The purpose and objective of
this project is fo provide students at Inspire Charter School with a campus location
separate from Chico High School and to enhance education opportunities as aresult. As
the project would not result in an increase in population or generate new fratfic, no
impact would occur.

Less Than Significant With Mitigafion Incorporated. Implementation of the proposed
project couid result in air guality impacts during project construction and operation.
Cornstruction phase dir quality impacis could include emissions from  construction
equipment exhaust and travel, earth-moving activities, architectural coatings, and
asphalt paving. However, such impacts would be temporary and cease once
construction is completed. While temporary, thase emissions could have an impact on air
quality in the vicinity of the project. Therefore, MM 4.3.1 is recommended and described
below to reduce the impact to a level that is considered less than significant.

Operational air gquality impacts could include emissions from project-generated vehicle
traffic and faciiity operalions including the use of water heaters and landscape
maintenance equipment. However, these potential impacts are not substantially greater
than those associated with current operations of the Inspire Charter School on the Chico
High School campus. Therefore, operationat air quality impacts are considered less than
significant,

Less Than Significant. As noted above, Butte County is currently in *non-atfainment™ for
various federal and state ambient air quaiity standards. However, the project would not
resull in a cumulatively considerable increase of air pollutants because construction-
related impacts would be temporary and because operationat air guality impacts would
be transferred from one CUSD campus to another. While operational air quality impacts
are expected to increase slightly with an eventual increase in student enrolliment at the
charter school, impacts are still considered less than significant.

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporafed. Sensitive receptors are generally
defined as facilities that house or attract groups of children, the elderly, people with
linesses, or others who are especially sensitive to the effects of air pollutants. Schools,
hospitals, residential areas, and convalescent facilities are examples of sensitive
receptors.

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2011
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Toxic Air Contaminants

There are many different types of toxic air contaminants (TACs), with varying degrees of
toxicity., Sources of TACs include industrial processes such as petroleum refining and
chrome plating operafions, commercial operations such as gasoline stations and dry
cieaners, Mobile sources of air toxics include freeways and major roadways. These
roadways are sources of diesel particulate matter (DPM), which the California Air
Rescurces Board [CARB) has listed as a toxic air contaminant.

The proposed project wouid not be a source of TACs. However there is o potential that
the project site may be located within an area that is exposed to substantial TAC
emissions. In April 2005, CARB released the Land Use and Air Quality Handbook: A
Community Health Perspective (Land Use Handbock], which offers guidance on siting
sensitive land uses in proximity to scurces of air toxics. Sensitive land uses identified in the
Handbook include residenticl communities, schools and school yards, day care centers,
parks and playgrounds, hospitals and medical faciliies. Cne particular source of air
toxics freated in the guidance is freeways and major roadways.

The Land Use and Air Quality Handbook recommends that sensitive land uses be sited no
closer than 500 feet from a freeway or major roadway. This 500 feet buffer area was
developed 1o protect sensitive recepiors from exposure to diesel PM and was based on
fraffic-reiated studies that showed a 70 percent drop in PM concentrations ot o distance
of 500 feet from the roadway. Presumably, acuie and chronic risks as well as lifetime
cancer risk due o diesel PM exposure are lowered proportionately. The proiect sife is
over 400 feet west of State Route 99. Furthermore, the project sife would be buffered
frem State Route 99 by a row of existing trees located along State Route 99 as well as
several large commercial/light industrial buildings. Therefore, the site lies beyond the
CARB-recommended buffer area and is substantially buffered by existing vegetation and
large-scale struciures. Future receptors would not be negatively affected by toxic air
contaminants generated at any of the major fransportation facilities in the vicinity.

As noted in 4,30 and 4.3¢ above, the project ifself will not be generating substantial
pollutant concentrations. However, the Chapman Eiementary School campus is iocated
adjacent to the Witmeler Collision Cenier and nearby to the Sierra Nevada Brewery.
Both of thase existing businesses are capable of generating and know emifters with the
potential 1o impact sensitive receptors. According to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)}, collision centers may generate particuiate matter (PMas and
Piao), volatile arganic cempounds (VOCs), and hazardous air pollutants (MHAPS). Further,
brewery operations may produce pollutants such as particulate matter, nitrogen oxides
{NOx], sulfur dicxides {SO2), YOCs, and caribon moncxide.

While both businesses are capable of producing emissions with the potential o impact
sensitive recepfors, these businesses operate under vaiid permits issued by the Buite
County Air Guality Management District (AQMD) and have been operating for years
adjacent to the existing Chapman Elementary School with no identified negative effects
and no known permit or toxic air contaminant vielations. Compliance with the permit
requirements reduces potential impacts to nearby receptors to a level that is considered
less than significant.

Short-Term, Construction Toxics

Though the proposed project could create o hazard to the Chapman Elementary
student population and Community Park visitors through exposure 10 substantial poliuiant

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
October 2011 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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concenfrafions such as PMzs and/er other toxic air confaminants during construction
activities, these impacts are anticipated o be temporary and short term and to
predominately occur cutside of the school session so students would not be present
throughout the majority of consfruction. Construction activities would involve the use of
a variety of gasoline~ or diesel-powered equipment that emits exhaust fumes. However,
the duration of exposure would be short, and exhaust from ceonstruction equipment
dissipates rapidly, Furthermore, mitigation measure MM 4.3.1 would ensure fugitive dust
(PMio and PMz2s) control measures are incorporated into the project plans fo reduce the
emissions of fugifive dust during construction activities at the project area.
Implementation of these measures would ensure workers and sensitive receptors in the
vicinity of the project area would not be exposed to substantial fugitive dust emissions or
heavy-duty dissel powered equipment fumes. Additfionally, mitigation measure MM 4.3.2
would ensure the control of toxic peliutants generated by heavy-duty diesel-powered
equipment during construction.

e) No Impact. Relocation of the Inspire Charter School 1o the Chapman Elementary School
campus will not create any significant objectionable odors.

Mitigation Measures:

MM 4.3.1 In order to conirol fugitive dust during adverse weather condjitions, the CUSD shall
incorporate inte the project, and reqguire that contractors compiy with, the
following dust control measures:

1. All active unpaved construction areas shall be watered as headed o control
fugitive dusts.

- 2. Soil stabilizers shali be applied to inactive construction areqs as needed,

3. All unpaved access roads and staging areas at construciion sites shall have
soil stabilizers applied, or have water applied as needed.

4. Exposed stockpiles of soil and other backfili material shall be enciosed or
covered, be watered as needed, or have soil binders added.

5. Al frucks hauling soil and other loose material on public streets shall be
covered or have at least two feet of freeboard.

6. If visible soll material is carried onto adjacent public sireets, such streets shall
be swept with waler sweepers.

7. Dusf—prdducing activities shall be suspended when high winds creafe
constructiondinduced visible dust plumes moving beyond the project site in
spite of dust control measures.

Timing implementation: Prior to, during, and following construction activities.

Enforcement/Moniforing: Chico Unified School District and Butte County Air
Quality Management District.

MM 4.3.2 The following measures shall also be implemenied in order to reduce the
emissions of toxic poliutants generated by heavy-duty diesel-powered eguipment
during construction,

1. Keep all construction equipment in proper tune in accordance with
manufacturer's specifications.

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Studv/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2011
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2. b Use I|ate model heavy-duty diesel-powered eguipment during
construction to the extent that it is readily availakle in the Butte County,

3. ¢, Use dieselpowered eguipment that has been refrofited with affer-
treatment products [e.g.. enging calalysts) fo the extent that it is readily
available in Butte County.

4. d. Use low-emission diesel fuel for all heavy-duty diesel-powered equipment
operating and refueling ot construction sites to the exient that it is readily
available and cosi effective in Butte County (this does not apply fo diesel-
powered frucks traveling to and from the site).

5. e. Utlize aliernative fuel construction equipment {i.e.. compressed natural
gas, liguid petroleum gas, and unleaded gascoline) 1o the extent that the
equipment is readily available and cost effective in Butie County.

6. Limit truck and equipment idliing time to five minutes or less.

7. Rely on the electricity infrastructure surrounding the consfruction sites rather
than electrical generators powerad by infernal combusiion engines io the
extent feasible, :

Timing/implementation; During construction activities.

Enforcement/Maeniforing: Chico Unified School District,

Chicoe Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project

October 2011
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4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would the project:

a)  Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly
or through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special
status  species in local or regional plans, O I O 1
policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

b} Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive naturai community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of O O u &
Fish and Game or LS. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

¢} Have a substantial adverse effect on federally
protected wetlands, as defined by Section 404
of the Clean Water Act (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal wetlands, 0 U u 2
eic.), through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or M ] O D
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use .
of native wildlife nursery sites?

e} Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree ] N ] X
preservation policy or ordinance?

fi  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, ‘or other approved local, O U O &
regional, or state hahitat conservation plan?

Overview

The project site is surounded by existing development within the City of Chico. Due to the
developed nature of the project site and surrounding area, natural vegeiation communities and
habitats are not found. Vegetation adjacent to the project site consists primarily of ornamental
vegetation typical of residential and commercial development (e.g., lawns, shrubs, and frees of
various size, density, and arrangement). A distinguishing characteristic of urban habitats is the
mixture of native and exotic plant species {McBride and Reid, 1988). Plant species that occur
adjacent to the project site include brome (Bromus spp.}, wild oat {Avena fafua), and ryegrass
{Lofium spp.). bristly ox-tongue (Picris echiocides), short-pod mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), wild
radish  (Raphanus safivus) filaree [Erodium spp.), cuileaf geranium (Geranium dissectumn],
common groundsel (Senecio vulgaris), bluegrass (Foa annua), common dandelion (Taraxacum

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chicoe Unified School District
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officinale), clover {Trifolim spp.). and Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon). English ivy (Hedera
helix}, uniper (Juniperus sp.. jasmine [Jasminum polyanthum), boxwood {Buxus sp.), camellia
{Camellia sp.), and other species planted as ornamentais.

Native and introduced wildlife species that are tolerant of human activities also thrive in urban
biclogical communities. Wildlife species that occur in these areas fypically include introduced
species adapted to human habitation, including rock pigeon (Columba fivial, European starling
{Sturnus vulgaris), house sparrow (Passer domesficus), house mouse [Mus musculus), and Norway
rat [Rattus norvegicus) {McBride and Reid, 1988}. Some native species that may occur in the
urban areas include American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos), common raven (Corvus corax),
common barmn owl {Tyto alba), red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis). wesiern fence lizard
(Sceloporus occidentalis}), Brewer's blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephatus), and house finch
{Carpodacus mexicanus}. Animais observed within the project site include house sparnow, rock
pigeon, mourning dove (Zencida macroura), northern mockingbird (Mimus polygloffos), and
western gull (Larus occidenialis).

Special-status Species

Special-status plant and wildiife species are those that are afforded special recognition by
federal, state, or local resource agencies or organizaiions. Special-status species are of relatively
mited distribution and generdlly require specialized habitat conditions. Special-status species
are defined as:

+ Llisted, proposed, or candidate for listing under the State or Federal Endangered Species
Acts; or

» Protecied under other reguiations {e.g.. local policies, Migratory Bird Treaty Act); or

+» California Department of Fish and Game's Species of Special Concern and California
Fully Protected Species; or

« Llisted as species of concem (List 18, 2, or 3 plants) by California Native Plant Society; or

s Species that receive consideration during envircnmental review under CEQA.

The official United States Fish and Wildlife Service [USFWS) dist of threatened and endangered
species for the Chico, California USGS 7.5-minute quadrangles [USFWS, 2011} was reviewed. In
addition, the California Department of Fish and Game's (CDFG} California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB} Rarefind computer program and online Quickviewer were searched for
previcusly recorded cccurrences of specialstatus species for the cuadrangle listed above
(COFG, 2011}, The California Native Plant Society (CNPS) online inventory was also searched for
the gquad listed above for CNPS List 18, List 2, and List 3 special-status plants thot may occur
within the proiect site [CNPS, 2011). Tabie 4.4-1 includes the results of the dafabase searches.

Table 4.4-1
Siatus Species with Potential to Occur in the Project Vicinity

Swainson's hawk Buteo swainsoni None Threatened - -
. , . Special _
Burrowing owl Athene cunicularia None None Concern
. . . . - Special
Tricolored blackbird Agelciys ticolor None None Concern -
Chinook salmon - Central | Oncorhynchus tshawytscha Threatened Threatened - -
Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
October 207171 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Valley spring-run E5U
Silver-haired bot Lasionycteris noctivagans None None - -
Hoary bat Lasiurus cinereus None None - -
) ) Special
Pallid bat Anfrozous pallidus None None Concern -
) . . , Special
Western mastiff bat Eurmnops perotis californicus None None Concern -
Western pond turtie Emys marmorotc None Threatened - -
Vemal po‘ol fadpole Lepidurys packardi Endongered None ~ -
shrimp
Valiley eiderberry longhomn Desmocgrus californicus Theaiened Nona _ _
beetle dimorphus
futie County annanfhe_s ﬂc;cosc $50. Endangered Endangered _ 181
meadowfoam californica
Butie County . B
cheekarblonm Sidalcea robusta None None 1B.2
Buite County fritillary Fritilaricr eastwoodice None None - 3.2
Adobe-lily Frififaric pludfiora Nene None - 1B.2
Slender-leaved pondweed Stuckenia filiformis None None - 2.2

CNPS List 1B: Plants rare, threatenad or endongered in Californio and elsewhere.

CNPS List 2: Planis rare, threatened or endangered in California, but more common efsewhere.
CNPS List 3: Plants about which we need more information.

CNPS Threat Rank 0.1; Serously threatened in California.

CNPFS Threat Rank 0.2: Fairly threatened in California

The potential for special-status species to cccur within the project site or be adversely impacted
by the proposad project was evaluated based on the database search results, site conditions,
and the project description. Given the disturbed and urban nature of the project site, the
project site does not support suitable habitat for the special-status species listed in Table 4.4-1;
nowever, construction activities may adversely affect nesting migratery kirds and raptors, if they
are present in nearby trees and shrubs.

Raptors and Cther Migratory Birds

Many bird species are migratory and fall under the jurisdiction of Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA}. Various migraiory birds and raptor species, in addition to those identified during the site
visit, have the potential to inhabit the project vicinity. Several migrafory birds and raptors
including eagles, hawks, owls, and other birds may occur within the vicinity of the project site.
Some raptor species, such as red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) and northern harrer (Circus
cyaneus), are not considered special-status species because they are not rare or protected
under the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) or the Caiifornia Endangered Species Act
(CESA); however, the nests of all raptor species are protected under the MBTA and Section
3503.5 of the Caiifornia Fish and Game Code. Migratory birds forage and nest in o variety of
habitats. The nesis of all migratory birds are protected under the MBTA, which makes it fllegat to
destroy any active migratory bird nest. There are several large frees that could support nesting
raptors within the vicinity of the project site. Small migratory birds may nest in trees or shrubs
within and cdjacent to the project site. Consequently, raptors and migrafory bird species may
be affected by project construction.

Chico Unified School District
October 20711

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
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Discussion of impacts

a)

e)

f)

Less Than Significant With Mifigation incorporated. As indicated above, the project site is
surroundad by existing development within the City of Chico. Further, the project site
consists of a previously poaved parking iot, disturbed playing field and a vacant site
having no vegetation, therefore these areas do net support suitable habitat for special-
status species; however, if present during construction activities, nesting migratory birds
and raptors may be distfurbed if they are occupying nearby frees.

Raptors in the orders Falconiformes [hawks, eagles, and falcons) and Strigiformes {owls)
are protected in varying degrees under: California Fish and Game Code Section 3503.5;
the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act; the Migratory Bird Treaty Act; and CEQA. The
project site provides suitable nesting for several raptor and migratory bird species.
Although the proposed project is not expected to remove a significant number of frees,
shrubs, or other habkitat components and will not impact any native vegetation required
by both common and special-status species, construction activities will occur adjacent
fo trees and other vegetation which provide suitable nesting habitat. Removal of
vegetation during nesting activities could result in direct mortality of birds or their young.
In addition, noise, vibration, and other construction activities could disrupt nesting
activities, which may inadvertently cause nest faillure. Direct take of active nests, eggs, or
birds is prohibited by CDFG and would be considered a pofentialy significont impact.
Therefore, MM 4.4.1 is provided below to reduce the potential for adverse effects on any
species identified by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act to a level that is considered less than
significant with mitigation incorporated.

No Impact. The project site is locoted within existing developed school campus and
there are no riparian habitats or natural communities that will be impacied.

No Impact. The project would be located in an urbanized, developed area. No wellands
or other jurisdictional waters of the Unifed States are located on the project silte or within
the vicinity of the project site. No surface water bodies or drainages occur on the project
site. The project would have no impaci on federally protected wetlands.

No Impaci. The project site is located on o developed elementary school campus. The
site does not provide nursery sites for wildlife nor is it conducive 1o or function as
comdor for migratory wildlife, No streams or waierways are locafed on or immediately
adiacent to the project site. The project would have no impact on the movement of
wildlife.

No Impact. There are no local policies or ordinances protecting biciegical resources,
such as g tree preservation ordinance, that affect the project area.

No Impact. A Habitat Conservation Plan is currently being prepared by the Butte County
Association of Govarmnmentis (BCAG) and is scheduled 1o be completed in 2011-2012.
However, the site is o fully-developed urban site with no habitat value or identified
environmenial constraints.

Mitlgation Megsures:

MM 4.4.1 The objective of this mitigation provision is to reduce the potential impacts tc habitat

for special status bird species and birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
to ¢ less than significant level through aveidance and construction timing measures,
The following measures shall be implemented:

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter Schoof Relocation Project
October 2071 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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1. Removal of trees should be fimited to the greatest extent feasible.

2. Time vegetation remaoval and construction activities before and/or after nesting
season (March 15 - July 15) for migratory and/or special status birds.

3. If construction and/or vegetation removal is planned 1o occur during nesting
season (March 15— July 15) the project proponent shall hire a quadified biologist
or omithologist to conduct preconstruction field surveys in and adjacent to the
project area for nesting raptors, prior to the removal of any free on the site or
orior to any construction on the project site, if such construction will take place
during nesting season. Surveys shall be conducted during the season
immediately preceding grading operations when birds cre buiding and
defending nests or when young birds are still in nests and dependent on the
parents. If no raptor or special status bird nests are found during the surveys,
grading may proceed unconstrained by conflicts with raptors and/or swallows. If
rapior nests are found, construction activities within 300 feet shall be postponed
until after the neasting season. The time of the bird's depariure must be
determined oy a qualified biclogist.

Timing/fimplementation, Prior to and during consiruction activities.

Enforcement/Moniforing: Chiceo Unified School District, Project Contractor

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2077
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4.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource as defined L U & 124
in Section 15064.52

b} Cause a substantial adverse change in the ‘
significance of an archaeological resource [ ¢ L 4
pursuant to Section 15064.52

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unigue 0O < 0 n
paleontological resource or site or unique
geological feature?

dy  Disturb any human remains, including those ] <3 M ]
interred outside of formal cemeteries?

Overview

Prior to the arrival of Euroamericans in the region, Cdlifornia was inhabited by groups of Native
Americans speaking more than 100 different languages and occupying a variety of ecological
seftings. The City of Chico is locaied within the boundaries of Konkow or Northwestern Maidu
territory. Further, the City of Chico is still home fo o vibrant Native American community as
exemplified by the Mechoopda Tribe of the Chico Rancheria.

A records search was conducted at the Northeast Information Center of the California Historical
Resources Information System at California State University, Chico, for the City of Chico in
October 2007, during the most recent update of the City's General Plan. That search identified
244 known archaeological sites and isolated features/artifacts, including prehistoric and historic
sites, within the City's Planning Area. The majority of the prehistoric sites were bedrock milling
stafions and lithic scatters (e.g., areas representing the manufacture of stone tools) that are
located along creeks and sireams such as Mud Creek and Big Chico Creek. Thase are areas of
high archaeoclogical sensitivity. Many Mechoopda villages were located diong these drainages
as recently as the lafe nineteenth century, :

Historic sites in the City of Chico primarily consist of residential and commercial buildings, but

several irails and other linear features {e.g., the Southern Pacific Raifroad alignment, historic
roads, and wagon wheel ruts) are located throughout the City’s Flanning Area.

Discussion of Impacts

al) No impact. The project sife consists of an elementary school campus and parking lot that
have previcusly been disturbed. There are no historic resources located within the project
areq.

b} Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. The entire project site has been

previcusly disturbed and no known cultural resources or significant archaeclogical
resources have been identified within the project area. Unanticipated and accidental
archaeological discoveries are possible during project implementation, especially during

Chico Unified Schoof District inspire Charter School Relocation Project
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excavation, and have the poiential to impact unique archaeolegical rescurces.
Therefore, mitigation measures MM 4.5.1 and MM 4.5.3 have been incorporated info the
project.

c) Less Than Significant With Mitigation incorporated. No known paleontological rescurces
exist within the project area. Regardless, unanticipated and accidental paleoniological
discoveries are possible during project implementation, especially excavation, and have
the potential to impact unique paleontoiogical resources. Therefore, mitigation measures
MM 4.5.1 has been incorporated into the project,

d) Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. There is the possibility that human
remains could be encountered below the surface during construction activities.
Therefore, mitigation measures MM 4.5.2 has been incorporated into the project,

Mitigation Medsures:

MM 4.5.1

MM 4.5.2

MM 4.5.3

If any prehistoric and/or historic rescurces or other indications of cultural resources
are found during future development of the site, all work in the immediate vicinity
of the find must stop and the CUSD shall be immediately nofified. An
archaeolegist meeting the Secretary of Interior's Professional Quaiifications
Standards in prehistoric or historical archaeology, s appropriate. shall be
retained te evaluate the finds and recommend appropriate mifigation measures.

Timing/Implementation: During future grading and construction activities
Monitoring/Enforcement: Chice Unified School District, Project Confractor

¥ any paleontological resources are found during future development of the site,
all work in the immediate vicinity of the find must stop and the CUSD shall be
immediately notified. A qualified paleontologist {i.e. one with a graduote degree
in palecntology, geology, or related field, and having demonstrated experience
in ihe vertebraie, invertebrate, or botanical paleontology ¢f California) shall be

retained to evaluate the finds and recommend appropriate mitigation measures.

Timing/Implemeniation: During grading and consfruction activities
Monitoring/Enforcement: Chico Unified Schoo! District, Project Contractor

If human remains are discovered during fuiure development of the site, all work
must stop in the immediate vicinity of the find, and the County Coroner must be
notified, according to Section 7050.5 of California's Health and Safety Cede. If
the remains are determined to be Native American, the coroner will notify the
Naiive American Heritage Commission, and the procedures outlined in CEQA
Section 15064.5(d) and (e} shall be followed.

Timing/implementation: During future grading and construction activities

Monitering/Enforcement: Chico Unified School District, Project Contractor

Inspire Charter School Relocatien Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 20717
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4.6 GFOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the project:

a) Expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of
loss, injury or death, involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priclo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or based on
other substantial evidence of a known fault?
Refer to Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.

[
U
U
=

4

i) Strong seismic ground shaking?

i) Seismic-related ground failure, including
ilquefaction?

iv} Landslides?

X

by Resuilt in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?

U gogo
0 0g 4
X O

O X O 0O

¢} Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is
unstable, or that would become unstable as a
result of the project, and potentially result in on-
or offsite  fandslide, lateral  spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

L
U
X
O

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code
{1994}, creating substantial risks to iife or . O 2 O
property?

e) Have soils incapable of adeguately supporting
the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater
disposal systems where sewers are not available [ o ] >
for the disposal of wastewater?

Overview

According to the Natural Rescurce Conservation Service, project site soils are comprised of
Chico loam. This soil type is classified as very deep and ‘well-drained, with very high water
capacity, and negligivle runoff.

Discussion of Impacts

a)

i) No Impact. The Butte County General Plan staies that there are no octive or
potentially active faulfs known to occur in the vicinity of the project area. Further,
the nearest foult zone mapped by the California Geologic Survey under the

Chico Unified Schoo! District inspire Charter School Relocation Project
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Alguist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act is the Lineament Bear Mouniain Faulf
located approximately 35 miles south of the City of Chico. The California
Geologic Survey does not identify the City of Chico as a city affected by this fault
or any other Alguist-Priclo Earthquake Fauit Zone. There is no impact.

ii} Less Than Significant Impact. Alihough it is impossible to predict the intensity of
future seismic aclivity, the proposed project site is located in one of the least
active seismic regions in California. Further, all project-related development will
be reguired to comply with requirements of the Cadlifornia Building Code that
relate o devetopment within seismically active areas.

iii) Less Than Significant Impact. Liquefaction occurs when loose sand and silt that is
saturated with water behaves like g liguid when shaken by an earthquake.
Liguefaction can resulf in the following types of seismic-retated ground failure:

e Loss of bearing strength - scils liquefy and lose the ability fo support structures
+ Lateral spreading — soiis slide down gentle slopes or toward stream banks
+ Flow failures — soils move down steep slopes with large displacement

+  Ground oscillation — surface scils, riding on o buried liquefied layer, are thrown
back and forth by shaking

« Fotation - floating of light buried structures to the surface
+ Settlement ~ seftiing of ground surface as scils reconsolidate

¢ Subsidence — compaction of soil and sediment

Three factors are required for liguefaction to occur: {1) loose, granular sediment;
(2) saturation of the sediment by groundwater; and (3) strong shaking. Project site
soils are Chico foam. According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service,
this soil series consists of relatively high percentages of sand and silt (37.2 percent
and 34.6 percent, respectively). The soil is well-drained with o depth to
groundwater in some areas of approximarely é 1o 6 % feet. As described in
Response 4.6(a)(il) above, the project area has moderate potential for ground
shaking. These characteristics indicate a less than significant risk of liquetaction on
the project site.

iv) No Impact. The project site has nearly flot topography, indicating a very low
potential for iandsiides.

b) Less Than Significant impact. Construction activities during project site deveiocpment,
such as grading, excavation, and soil hauling, would disturb soils and potentially expose
them to wind and water erosion. According fo the NRCS, Chico locam has a moderate to
high susceptibility to erosion. However, the project proponent will be required fo prepare
a stormwater pollution prevention plan [SWPPP) in order te comply with the RWQCB's
General Construction Storm Water Permif. The SWPPP will identify best management
practices (BMPs) fo be implemented on the project site to minimize soil erosion and
profect local waterways and existing drainage systems. Compliance with the State’s
General Construction Storm Water Permit would minimize soil erosion and loss of topsoil
from project implementation and would reduce this impact 1o a level of less than

significant.
Inspire Charter School Relecation Project Chico Unified Schoof District
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Less Than Significant Impact. The potential for landslides on the proiect site was
addressed under Response 4.6(a){lv} and was determined fo have no impact, The
potential for lateral spreading, liquefaction, subsidence, and other types of ground
failure or collapse was addressed under Response 4.6(alfiill above and was determined
1o be a less than significant impact.

Less Than Significant Impact. Expansive or shrink-swell soils are soils that swell when
subjected to moisture and shrink when dry. Expansive soils typically contain clay minerals
that attract and absorb water, greatly increasing the volume of the soil. This increase in
volume can cause damage to foundaiions, structures, and roadways. The project site
contains Chico loam soils, According to the NRCS, this soll type has a clay content of 26.2
percent and a resulting moderate shrink swell potential. Therefore, prior to construction a
sife specific soils analysis will be conducted to ensure that future development is not
impacted by potentially expansive soils.

No Impact. As proposed, the project will connect to the City of Chico's existing
wastewater conveyance and freatment system. No septic tanks or aliernative
wastewater disposal systems will e installed on site.

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
October 20117 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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4.7  GREENHOUSE GASES. Would the project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either
directly or indirectly, that may have a O J b [
significant impact on the environment?

by Conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing L] l X O
the emissions of greenhouse gasses?

Overview

No air district or other regulatory agency in Cdlifornia has identified o significance threshold for
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions generated by a proposed project, or a methodology for
analyzing impacts related to GHG emissions or global climate change. By the adoption AB 32
and SB 97 however, the State of Caiifornia establisned GHG reduction fargets and has
determined thai GHG emissions as they relate fo giobal cliimate change are a source of adverse
environmental impacts in California. AB 32, California Climate Solutions Act of 2004 [See Statutes
2004, Chapler 488, enaciing Health & Safety Code, Sections 18500-38599), establishes
regulatory, reporting, and market mechanisms to achieve quantifiable reductions in GHG
emissions and o cap on statewide GHG emissions.

The impact that GHG emissions have on global climate change does not depend on whether
fhe emissions were generated by stationary, mobile, or area sources, or whether they were
generated in one region or another. Thus, consistency with the state's requirements for GHG
emissions reductions is the best metric for determining whether the proposed project would
contribute to global warming. in the case of the proposed project, if the project substantially
impairs the state's ability to conform to the mandate to reduce GHG emissions 1o 1990 levels by
the year 2020, then the impact of the project would be considered significant,

Discussion of Impacts

a) Less Than Significant. All GHG-related impocts associated with operatfions at the -

Chapman Elementary School campus would be consistent with current operations at the
Chico High School campus. Therefore, the proposed project would result in only minor
greenhause gas emission impacts associated with temporary construction activities. All
emissions of greenhouse gases associated with construction activities would be short-
term and negligible. Once construcfion activities are complete, potential air quality
impacts would cease. There would be no direct or indirect long-term impacts associated
with GHG emissions due o relocating the Charter School from ong school campus to
another.

b) No impact. The project would not conflict with any adopted plans, policies or regulations
adopted for the purpose of reducing greenhcuse gas emissions.

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2071
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4.8  HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Would the project;

a)  Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, ] ] Y [J
or disposal of hazardous materials?

b} Create a significant hazard o the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the ] O = O
release  of hazardous materials  into  the
envirenment?

<) Emit hazardous emissions or handie hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste ] M 57 M
within one-guarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is inciuded on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a M [ & ]
result, would it create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment? ’

e)  For a project focated within an airport land use
plan area or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or a
public use airport, would the project result in a [ [ [ &
safety hazard for people residing or working in
the project area?

fi  For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project resuit in a safety
hazard for people residing or working in the L [ u X
project area?

g Impair implementation of, or physically interfere
with, an adopted emergency response plan or ] H B M
emergency evacuation plang

h)  Expose pecple or structures to a significant risk of
loss, injury, or death involving wiidiand fires, :
inciuding where wildlands are adjacent to ] ] 1 X
urbanized areas or where residences are
intermixed with wildlands?

Overview

A material is considered hazardous if it appears on a list of hazardouws matetials prepared by a
federal, state, or local agency. or if it has characieristics defined as hazardous by such an
agency. A hazardous maierial is defined by the Caiifornia Health and Safety Code, Section
25501 is as follows:

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter Schoof Relocation Project
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‘Hazardous material’ means any material that, because of its quaniity, concentrafion, or
physical or chemical characieristics. poses a significant present or potential hazard fo
human healih and safefy or to the environment if released info the workplace or the
environment. "Hazardous materials” include, but are not imited o, hazardous substances,
hazardous waste, and any material that o handler or the administering agency has o
reasonable basis for believing that it would be injuricus fo the health and safefy of
persons or harmful o the environment if released inte the workplace or the environment
{Caiifornia Health and Safety Code, Sectfion 25501].

A hazardous material is defined in Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR) as follows:

"4 substance or combination of subsfances which, because of s quantity,
concentration, or physical, chemical or infectious characteristics, may either (1) cause,
.or sighificantly confribute to, an increase in morialify or an increase in serious ireversible,
or incapacitafing reversible, illness; or (2) pose a substantial present or potential hazard
to human heaith or environment when improperly freated, stored, fransported or
disposed of or otherwise managed.” {California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Section
662601.10)

The release of hazardous materials info the environment could potentially contaminate soils,
surface water, and groundwater supplies.

Most hazardous materials regulation and enforcement in Butte County is managed by the Butte
County Environmental Health Department, which refers large cases of hazardous matetrials
contamination or viotations 1o the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
and the State Department of Toxic Substances Control {DTSC). 1t is not at all uncommeon for other
agencies 1o become involved when issues of hazardous materials arise such as the AGMD, and
both the federal and state Occupational Safety and Health Adminisfrations {OSHA).

Under Governmeni Code Section 659462.5, both the Department of Toxic Substances Conirol
and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) are required to maintain fists of sites
known to have hazardous substances present in the environment, Both agencies maintain up-to-
date lists on their websites. A search of the DTSC and SWRCB lists identified no hozardous waste
violations in the project area; however, there was a violation adjacent to the project area in
2002. That violation involved the accidental release of pesticides and the possivle
coniamination of area groundwater, As o result, area groundwater has received ongoing
monitoring since that fime.

Discussion of Impacis

) Less Than Significant Impact. Project construction is scheduled to begin in the spring of
2012 with construction finalizing by the end of summer 2012. Because of fhis timeframe,
the project will require construction during the regular scheol session, with many aspects
of its construction occuring during reguiar school hours.

In order to ensure the safety of students, staff and campus visitors is maintained
throughout the construction process, various safety measures are required to be
incorporated or utifized as part of the project. The construction specifications and
requirements (which are part of the overall ‘project'] contain several sections which deal
with site safety and the selected confracter's obligation to secure and manages the
project site. The safety requirements include but are not Iimited 1o the
barricading/fencing of the construction site fo make sure that students, staff and
campus visitors are not able 1o get info the consiruction site, vehicular access control,

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
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e

fl

creation and use of materials storage and handling guidelines, weekly safety meetings
and pre-construction safety instruction for on-site personnel, background checks for on-
site workers, the identification of delivery routes and the :denhflcm‘lon and securing of
on-site materials storage areas

Access routes, delivery access and parking areas for the contracior's employees will e
separated from student traffic. Through implemeniation of these and all other State,
Federal, and school standards, there would be lass than significant impact to safety on or
around the project site. '

Less Than Significant impoact. Hazardous materials, such as pesticides, cleaning agenis,
and fertilizers, may be sfored and used on the project site, which has slight to moderate
potential for ground shaking and ground failure, Compliance with the California Building
Code and the fact that the materals will stored away from students and the public
ensure that the materals will not create o significant hazard to the public as a result of
upset or accident,

Less Than Significant Impact. The project site is located in an urban selting on an existing
elementary school campus. However, as described in Raesponse 4.8(a) above, the use
and store of hazardous materials on site however is considered less than significant,

Less Than Significant impact. On August 4, 2011, the DISC Envirostor dafabase and the
SWRCB GCeofracker Database were reviewed. Neither doiabase ideniified any
hazardous materials viclations on the project site.

No Impact. The project site s located approximately 5.0 miles scutheast of the Chico
Municipal Airport and 3.1 miles east of the Ranchaero Airport. According o the airport
land use compatibility plans prepared for these girports, the project site is located well
outside of the respective airport influence areas.

No Impact. The project site is not located within two miles of ¢ private airstrip.

Less Than Significant. The City of Chico has prepared various documents addressing
emergency response preparedness in the City. Development of the project site would
not obstruct evacuation routes or access to critical emergency facilities. However,
relocaiion of the portakle buildings may temporarily hinder the flow of traffic through
evacuation routes. The City's emergency service personnel have standard operating
procedures that address construction impacts and nofification of any read closures that
may occur during site development. This impact is less than significant,

No Impact. The project is located within o develeped urbon area and is not locafted
near a wildlond fire hazard area. The site is served by the City of Chico Fire Department
and hydrants and an urban water system on ond adiacent to the campus. Therefore,
there wouid be no impact regarding witdland fire hazards as a result of the project.

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
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4.9 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would the project:

al Violate any water quality standards or waste <
discharge requirements? O o I O

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge
such that there would be a net deficit in aguifer
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater —
tabie level (e.g., the production rate of pre- O O e L
existing nearby wells would drop to a level which
would not support existing land uses or planned
uses for which permits have been granted)?

©) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or areq, including through the alteration of

the course of a strearn or river, in a manner which o ] <] ]
would result in substantial erosion or siltation on-
or off-site?

o) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including through the alteration of
the course of a stream or river, or substantially
increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a g U 24 ]
manner that would result in fiooding on- or off-
sita?

e} Create or contribute runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned ] ] X O
stormwater drainage systems or  provide
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff?

f  Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? ] ] [ O
g Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area
as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary o
or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood u U 0 X
hazard delineation map?
h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area
structures that would impede or redirect flood ] M O &
flows?
i Expose people or structures to a significant risk of
loss, injury or death involving flooding, including ] 3 O 4
flooding as a result of a failure of a levee or dam?
N Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? ) ] ! i<
Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
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Overview:

The Federal Emergency Management Agency {FEMA) has prepared o Flood Insurance Rate
Map (FIRM) depicting flood hazard areas in the City of Chico. According to FEMA, no portion of
the project area is located within the 100-year floodplain (Flood Map 06007 C0502E).

The project area is within the jurisdictional boundaries of the Central Valiey Regional Water
Qudiity Conirol Board (RWQCB), one of nine regional boards in the state. The Cenfral Valley
RWQCE, with an office in Redding, develops and enforces water gudiity oblectives and
implementation plans that safeguard the quality of water resources in its region. Speacifically, the
RWQCB ideniifies potential water quality problems, confirms and characterizes water guality
problems through assessments, remedies problems through imposing or enforcing appropriate
measures, and monitors problem areqs 1o assess effectivenass of remedial measures. Remedies
for prolziems include prevention and cleanup. Common means of prevention are the issuance
of Nafional Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits, waste discharge
requirements [WDRs}, and discharge prohikitions and restrictions. Cleanup is implemented
through enforcement mecasures such as Cease and Desist Orders and Cleanup and Abatement
Orders.

One of the duties of the RWQCB s the development of "basin plans” for the hydrologic area over
which it has jurisdiction. In 1998, the Central Valley RWQCB issued the fourth edition of its Water
Quality Control Plan for the Central Valley Region, glse known as the Basin Plan. The Basin Plan
covers both the Sacramento River Basin and the San Joagquin River Basin. It sets forth water
quality cbjectives for both surface and ground waters for the region, and it describes
impiementation programs to achieve these objectives. The Basin Plan provides the foundation
for the regulations and enforcement actions of the Ceniral Valley RWQCB.

Discussion of Impacts

Q) Less Than Significant Impact. There is potenticl for the proposed project to result in
degradation of water quality during both construction and operational phases. Polluted
runoff from the project site during consiruction and operation could include sediment
from soil disturbances; oil and grease from construction equipment; and pesticides and
ferfilizers from landscaped areas. This degradation could result in violation of water
quality standards. However, the CUSD or its contractor will be required to prepare o
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan [SWPPP} pursuant to Regional Water Quality
Contrel Board standards and subject to RWQCBE review for each phase of the project,
The SWPPP will include measures designed 1o reduce or eliminate erosion and runoif inio
waterways. Best management practices include wattles, covering of stockpiles, silt
fences and ofher physical means of slowing stormwater flow from the graded areas to
allow sediment 1o seftle before entering stormwater channels. The method used will be
described in the SWPPF and may vary depending on the circumsiances of construction.
Additionally, the project will not viclate any waste discharge requirements. Because of
these standard procedures and the need to prepare a SWFPPP, project impacts to water
guality are considered to be less than significant.

D) Ltess Than Significant Impact. See llem al(ii} of Section 4.6 above. The project site
contains soils of the Chico loam series. According to the NRCS, these soils are well-
drained with moderate permeability, These characteristics suggest thai there is potential
for groundwater recharge on the project site, However, as stated in the City of Chico
General Plan EIR (Cily of Chico 2010, p. 4.12-51} the groundwaiter system underlying
Chico is largely sustained by recharge in the foothills located in the eastern portion of the
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f]

City. Therefore, the project s not located in an arec confribuling to substantial
groundwdater recharge and this impact would be less than significant.

Less Than Significant impact. See ltem b) of Section 4.4 above. The project site is primarily
deveioped and does not coniain any surface waler features. Implementation of the
proposed project would alter the existing drainage patierns on the site by adding
hardscapes to approximately 3 acres of currently “undeveloped” land. However,
compliance with existing regulations developed to minimize erosion and siltation would
reduce this impact to d less than significant level.

Less Than Significant Impact. See ltem b) of Section 4.4 above. The project site is primarily
developed and does not contain any surface water features. Implementation of the
proposed project would alter the existing drainage patterns on the site by adding
hardscapes o approximately 3 acres of currently “undeveloped” iand., However,
compliance with existing regulations developed to minimize flooding would reduce this
impact to aless than significant level.

Less Than Significant Impact. See responses to questions a) and ¢} of Section 4.6 above.
Implementation of the proposed project would dlfer the existing drainage patterns on
the site by paving a parking area. The drainage system design will be reviewed by the
City 1o ensure adeguate capacity and compliance with City standards, Poliuted runoff
from the project site during construction and operation could inciude sediment from soll
disturbances: oil and grease from construction eguipment, roadways, and parking lots;
pesticides and fertilizers from landscaped areas; metals from paints; and gross pollutants
such as frash and debris. Compliance with existing regulations developed to minimize the
release of polluted runofi from construction sites would reduce this impact fo a less than
significant level.

Less Than Significant Impact. See discussion in tems a), c), d) and e) of the Hydrology
and Water Qudiity section and fem b} of the Geoloegy and Scits section. The proposed
project would have a less than significant impact on substantial degradation of water
quaiity.

No Impact. According to Federai Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)] flood
hazard maps, the project site is not located within a flood zone. Further, the project dees
not propose the development of housing. Therefore, implementation of the proposed
project will not have an impact related to flooding.

No iImpact. Please refer 1o the response to question g) of Section 4.6 above.

No Impact. According to the Butte County General Plan Safety Element, the proiect site
is not tocated within an inundation area.

No Impact. The project site is not located near an ocean or large body of water with
potential for seiche or tsunami. Additionally, the iopography of the project site is
essentialty flat and not ot risk of mudflows. Implemeniation ot the proposed project wilt
not result in any impacts related to seiche, fsunami, or mudflow.

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
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4.10 LAND USE AND PLANNING. Would the project:
a)  Physically divide an established community? ] ] ] >

by Conflict with any appiicable land use plan,
policy or reguiation of an agency with
jurisdiction over the project {including, but not
limited to, the general plan, specific plan, local M 7 ] ¢
coastal program or zoning ordinance) adopted for
the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

¢} Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation ] ] ] 57
plan or natural community conservation plan?

Overview:

The proposed Inspire Charter School Relocation Project would instafl/construct 29 school
buildings on an existing school campus and alter an existing community park parking lotf. All
improvements would be located within an unincorporated island inside the City of Chico in
Butte County, California. The primary land vse plan concerning the project area is the Butte
County General Plan, which was last updated in Cctober 2010. The land use desighation for the
project area is Public/Quasi-Public (P) and the site is zoned Chapman Mulberry Neighborhocd
Plan (P-Q/CM). The proposed project would result in the reiocation of the Inspire Charter School
from the Chico High School campus to the Chapman Elementary Schoaol campus. No changes
are proposed in current land use designations or zoning.

Discussion of Impacts

Q) No Impact. The project would not divide an established residential community as the
project would occur entirely on an exisfing school campus.

b) No impaci. All activities associated with the project would occur on the Chapman
Elementary School campus with the exception of existing relocation of the existing
maintenance facility. The General Plan dasignation for the site is Chapman Mulberry
Neighborhood Plan [P-G/CM}, and installation/construction of the proposed school
buildings is consistent with this land use designation. Additionally, the zoning is (P~-Q/CM]},
and this project is consistent with this zoning.

c) No Impact, See Response 4.4{f). As noted earlier, the Butte Regional Conservation Plan
has not vet been adopied by the Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG).
Furthermore, the project would not interfere with implementation of the pilan once

adopted.
Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
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4.11 MINERAL RESQURCES. Would the project:
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known
- y O [ O X

mineral resource that would be of value to the
region and the residents of the state?

by Result in the loss of availability of a locally
important  mineral  resource  recovery  site | Ml 1 X
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan,
or other land use plan?

Overview:

There are no active mines within the Chico area. Historically, several areas aglong Butte Creek
ware mined for gold, sand, and gravel. The majority of the closest mining operations are located
fo the southeast of the Chico urban area. There are no known areas with mineral resource on

the project site.

Discussion of Impacts

a) No Impact, No mineral resource recovery sites are located on or in the immediaie vicinity
of the project site. Implementation of the proposed project would not result in the loss of
avdilability of a known mineral resource or resource recovery site.

b) No Impact. Please refer 1o response 4.11{a} coove.
Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 2017
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4.12 NOCISE. Would the project result in:

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise
levels i standards i n t '
in excess of st*md'quls estab_hshed in the ] <] ] ]
local general plan or noise ordinance or of
applicable standards of other agencies?

I Exposure of persons to or generation of
excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne [j @ D D
noise levels?

¢) A substantial permanent increase in ambient
noise levels in the project vicinity above levels O [l =4 O
existing without the project?

d) A substantiai temporary or periodic increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity O & ] J
above levels existing without the project?

e} For a project iocated within an airport tand use
plan area or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or ] ] M K
a public use airport, would the project expose
people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

fi  For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area o O O O bJ
excessive noise levels?

Overview:

There are several sources of noise that could affect the project site, These sources inciude noise -
generated from stationary activilies (e.g., commercial and industrict vses), and traffic on major
roadways and highways in the vicinity {e.g., East 20t Sireet and State Route 99).

NOISE FUNDAMENTALS

Noise is generally defined as sound thot is loud, disagreeabie, or unexpected. The selection of g
proper noise descriptor for a specific source s dependen! upon the spatial and temporal
distribution, duration, and fluctuaticn of the noise. The noise descriptors most offen encountered
when dealing with traffic, community, and environmental noise include the average-hourly
noise level {in Leq} and the average-daily noise levels {in Lan/CNEL].

Noise can be generated by a number of sources, including mobile sources, such as
auiomobiles, trucks and airplanes, and staticnary sources, such as construction sites, machinery,
and industrial operations. The rate depends on the ground surface and the number or type of
objects betwean the noise source and the receiver. Mobile fransportation scurces, such as
highways, and hard and flat surfaces, such as concrete or asphalt, have an attenuation rate of
3.0 dBA per doubling of distance. Soft surfaces, such as uneven or vegetfated ferrdin, have an
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attenuation rate of about 4.5 dBA per doubling of distance from the source. Noise generated by
stationary sources typically attenuates at a rate of approximately 6.0 to 7.5 dBA per doubling of
distance from the source (US EPA, 1971).

Sound levels can be reduced by piacing barriers between the noise source and the receiver. in
general, barriers contribute to decreasing noise levels only when the structure breaks the "line of
sight” between the source and the receiver. Buildings, concrete walls, and berms can all act as
effective noise barriers. Wooden fences or broad areas of dense foliage can alsc reduce noise,
but are less effective than solid barriers.

Discussion of Impacts

aj

Less Than Significant With Mitfigation Incorporated.,

Shorf-Term. Short-term noise levels refated to construction of the proposed project would
temporarily increase noise levels in the vicinity of the project site. Construction is
pverformed in discrete steps, each of which has its own mix of eguipment and,
consaquently, its own noise characteristics. Typical construction noise levels vary up 10 a
maximum of 91 dBA at 50 feet from the construction site during the noisiest construction
phases. The site preparation phase, which includes excavation and grading of the site,
tends to generate the highest noise levels because the noisiest construciion equipment is
earthmoving equipment. Earthmoving equipment includes excavating machinery such
as backhees, bulldozers, draglines, and front loaders and earthmeving and compacting
equipment, which includes compactors, scrapers, and graders. Typical operafing cycles
for these types of construction equipment may involve one or two minutes of full power
operation followed by three to four minutes at lower power setftings.

Construction of the proposed project is expected to reguire the use of earthmovers such
as bulldozers and scrapers, loaders and graders, water frucks, and dump trucks. The
maximum noise level generated by each earthmover on the proposed project site s
calculated to be 88 dBA at 50 feet from the operating piece of eguipment based on the
noise distance divergence formula for point scurces of noise. The maximum noise level
generated by a paver is approximately 87 dBA at 50 feet from this equipment {See Table
4.12-1).

Table 4.12-1
Typical Construction Noise Levels

Fromt-End Looder 85 dBA
Bulidozer 85 dba

Backhoe 80 dBA

Water Truck (or other heavy truck) 88 dBA
Generator 81 dBA

Concrete Mixer 85 dBA
Tamper/Roller 75 dBA

Paver 87 dBA

Source: FTA, Transit Noise and Vibrafion Impact Assessment (1995); FPA, Noise from Construction Equipment Operations,
Bullding Equipment and Home Appliances [1971).

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
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During the construction phase of the project, exterior noise levels resulting from
construction could affect the nearest existing sensitive receivers in the vicinity of the
project site. These include the existing classrooms at Chapman Elementary School at
approximatetly 200 feet to the west af the closest and the nearest residential properties
over 800 feet to the west of the project development footprind.

The following standard construction noise control measures would be reguired af the
project construction site in order 1o minimize construction noise impacts, as mandated by
Butte County General Pian Policy HS-P1.9:

1. Equip gl internal combustion engine driven equipment with infake and exhaust
mufflers that are in good condition and appropriate for the equipment,

2. Locate staticnary noise-generafing equipment as far as possible from sensifive
receptcrs when sensitive receptors adjoin or are near a construction project area.

3. Utiize quiet air compressors and other stationary noise-genercting eguipment
where appropriate technology exists and is feasibie.

in addition, mitigation measure MM 4.12.1 shail be required. Implementafion of MM
4.12.1 would reduce the amount of construction noise reaching nearby residences by
limiting hours of activities and by muffling and moving equipment away. Impacts after
mitigaticn resulting from short-term construction noises would be less than significant.

Long-Term. Long-term noise-related impacis associated with the proposed project would
be similar to existing conditions. The project would be located within a developed urban
area on ¢ developed educational campus site. Since the project itself proposes the
relocation and operation of an educational campus within an existing educational
campus, operation of the proposed project is not expected 1o result in any substantial
changes in the noise environment. Therefore, the proposed project weould not result in
substantial permanent jong-term operationdl increases in noise levels and this would be
considered a less than significant impact.

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. Sources of earth-borne vibrations
include natural phenomena (earthguakes, volcanic eruptions, sea waves, landslides,
ete)), or manmade causes {explosions, machinery, traffic, trains, construciion equipment,
ate.). Vibration sources may be continucus such as factory machinery, and transient,
such as explosions. As is the cose with airborme sound, earth-borme vibrations may be
described by ampiitude and frequency. Increases in groundborne vibration levels
attributable to the proposed project would be primarily associated with shori-term
construction-related activities. No permanent noise sources that would expose persons
to excessive ground-borne vibration or noise levels would be located within the project
site, Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would not permanently expose
persons within or around the project site 1o excessive ground borne vibration or noise.

Construction activities associated with implemeniation of the proposed project could
temporarily expose persons in the vicinity of the project site fo excessive ground bome
vibration or ground borne noise levels. However, with implementation of MM 4.12.1 this
impact would be reduced fo aless than significant level.

Less Than Significant Impact. The installation/construction of up fo 30 educational-related
puildings and establishment of a charter high school would not result in the creation of
significant, permanent noise levels. Project-reiated traffic would have a iess than
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d)

e)

f)

significant discermable impact on existing noise levels as such fraffic would be primarily
associated with 201 Street, which is a cottidor already conditioned to high levels of traffic
due to the substantial amount of commercial and industrial services along it.

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. Nolse impacts from the project could
result from construction-related activities, The construction activities would temporarily
increase project area noise levels, with construction equipment and acliviiies
anticipated tc generdie noise levels generally ranging from 75 dBA 1o 87 dBA af a
distance of 50 feet from the center of construction activities. As stated under ltem q),
adherence to Butte County General Plan Policy HS-pl.? and implemeniation of MM
4.12.1 would reduce the amount of construction noise reaching nearby residences by
limiting hours of activities and by muffling and moving squipment away. Impacts after
mitigation resulting from short-term construction noises would be less than significant.

No Impact. Tne project site is not within two miles of a public dirport. The nearest public
airport, the Chico Municipal Airport, is located 5 miles northwest of the prcqect site and s
well outside of the dirport influence area.

No Impact. The project site is not within the vicinity of a private airstrip. Therefore, there is
no impact,

Mitigation Measures:

MM 4.12.1 The project shall comply with the following noise reduction measures:

1. General construction activities shall be limited tc 7:00 a.m. to 7:.00 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday, and 8:00 a.m. 1o 5:00 p.m. on Sundays, for any on-
site or ofi-site work within 500 feet of an cccupied residence.

2. Operafion of consiruction machinery for earthwork, trenching, concrete or
paving on the site project shall be restricted o the hours of 7.00 a.m. and 6:.00
p.m. on weekdays, to 2:00 am. to 5:00 o.m. on Saturdays, and prohibited on
Sundays and holidays with the exception that water trucks for the purpose of
dust contfrol may operate from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 o.m. if needed.

3. All heavy construction equipment used on the project sile shall be
maintained in good operating condition, with all infernal combustion, engine-
driven equipment equipped with intake and exhaust muffiers that are in good
condition.

4. All stationary noise-generating equipment shall be located as far away as
possible from neighboring property lines, especially residential vses,

Timing/implementation: Upon start of construction activities, throughout
construction.
Enforcement/Monitoring: Chico Unified School! District.
Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
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4.13  POPULATION AND HOUSING. Would the project:

a)  Induce substantial population growth in an area,
either directly {e.g., by proposing new homes
and  businesses) or indirectly {e.g., through u O O bd
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing
housing, necessitating the construction of ] J O <]
replacement housing elsewhere?

o Displace substantial  numbers of people,
necessitating the construction of replacement O | M X
housing elsewhere?

Overview:

The project site & located in a fully urbanized area within the urban area of Chico [an
unincorporated island within the City of Chico in Butte County, California). The relocation for the
Inspire Charter Scheol would be located on an existing elementary school site that is currently
used as a recreation field. The surrounding area for the project site consists of commercial
development fo the south and southeast and school and park lands in all other directions. There
are no residences proposed as part of the project.

Discussion of Impacts

aj No impact. The proposed Inspire Charfer School Relocafion  Project  would
install/construct 29 school buildings on an existing school campus and alter an existing
community park parking lot. The project site is located within an established educational
campus and no new roads or extensions of existing roads are proposed. The project does
not include the construction of any new homes or businesses. Therefore, direct or indirect
increases in poputation growth are not expected as a result of the proposed project.

b) No impact. Ne residences would be displaced or removed as a result of the proposed
project, and the project would have no impact on existing housing.

c) No Impact. As discussed under Hem b) above, the project would not involve the removal
or relocation of any housing and would therefore not displace any people or necessitate
the construction of any repiacement housing.

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
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4.14 PUBLIC SERVICES. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with
the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered
governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmertal impacts, in
order to maintain acceptable service ratics, response times or other performance objectives for any
of the following public services:

a} Fire protection?

I Police protection?

<) Schools?

‘) Parks?

e)  Other public facilities?

pooaot
ogooono
DR RKKK
XOoOoo

Overview:

FIRE PROTECTION

The Chico Fire Department (CFD). aiong with the Butte County / Calfire, provide fire protection
and emergency medical services to the project site. CFD services include fire suppression,
emergency medical service, rescue service, hazardous material emergencias service, public
assists (post-fire/accident cleanup, water removal, flooding assistance, assistance to the Police
Department}, fire prevention and life safety, and emergency preparedness including operation
of the Emergency Operations Centar (EOC) at the Fire Training Center, The CFD has mutual cid
agreements with the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal-Fire} and the
Butte County Fire Depariment. The CFD & also sighatory to the Chico Urban Area Fire and
Rescue Agreement [CUAFRA). The CFD currenily operates six fire stations. The fire station nearest
the project site is Station #4, which is located of Notre Dame Boulevard and Forest Avenue,
Equipment at this station includes two fire engines, two patrol vehicles, and one foam frailer,
{City of Chico, 2010).

PoLict PROTECTION

The Chico Police Depariment [CPD} provides low enforcement services o the project site. If
requested by the Butie County Sheriff's Cffice or the California Highway Patrol, the CPD may
orovide assistance on a case-by-case basis. As of January 2010, the CPD is authorized for 149
employess, 97 of which are sworn police officers. CPD personnel are organized info two
divisions: Operations and Support. Each of the divisions is headed by a police captain. The
Operations Division comprises the Patrol Section, Special Operaiions Section, and Animat
Control Unit. The Suppori Division comprises the Communications Section, Records Section,
Property Section, Detective Bureau, Juvenile Bureau, Crime Analysis Unit, Training Unit, and Tech
Services Uinif. Business Services for the CPD and the Public informaticn Unit are manhaged out of
the Office of the Chief of Police. {City of Chico, 2010).

The CPD vehicle fleet consists of 51 marked/unmarked sedans, eight vans/SUVs, six pick-up
trucks, two animal fransports, twe DUI frailers, one traffic speed trailer, one holding stock trailer,
one equipment trailer, one prisoner fransport, one armored vehicle, three generators, and five
motorcycles. (City of Chico, 2010).

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
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While the CPD service wrea comprises the Chico city limifs, the deparfment provides low
enforcement services fo the unincorporated parts of the Chico urban area on a daily basis. (City
of Chico, 2010},

SCHOOLS

The Chico Unifled Schoal District {CUSD) was formed in 1965 and now serves ¢ 322 square mile
area that includes the entire City of Chico as well as the surrounding unincorporated areas of
Butte County. The CUSD operates eleven kindergarten through é6th grade [K-4) elementary
schools, one kindergarten through 8th grade (K-8} open structure classroom scheol, three junior
high schools, two comprehensive high schools, ong continuation high school, one independent
study program, and one community day school. {City of Chico, 2010},

Charter schools, like the Inspire Charter School, are public schools that are created or organized
by a group of teachers, parents, community leaders, or @ community-based organization.
Charter schools may provide instruction in any grades K-12 and are generclly approved by d
local public school board or county board of education. 3pecific goals and operating
orocadures for the charter school are detailed in an agreement (or “charter”} between the
sponsoring board and charter organizers. Public charter schools may not charge tuition and
may not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of ethnicity, national origin, gender, or
disability.

PARKS

Park, recreation, and cpen space rescurces, facilities and services have historically been
provided by both the City of Chico Park Division and the Chico Area Recreation and Park District
[CARD). In the past, the city had primary responsibility for Bidweli Park and neighborhood parks
and CARD had primary responsibility for recreatfion programming and community parks. in 2010,
the City of Chico and CARD entered into o Memorandum of Understanding (MOU} of
Intergovernmentdl Cooperation, Coordination and Understanding that streamlings the provision
of parks and recreational services to the city and surrounding community through a redlignment
of the roles and responsibilities of each agency. Through this arrangement, the city will retain
ownership and maintenance responsikility for Bidwell Park, creekside gresnways, and City-
owned preserves, while CARD will assume ownership and operation of the varicus other
developed parks and recreation systems in the city (e.g. Community Park adiacent 1o the
project site),

Discussion of Impacts

Q) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not require any additional
Chico Fire Department facilities, equipment and/or staff and is not anticipated to create
an addifional burden upon the Chico Fire Department. All classroom buildings within the
school campus will utllize sprinklers for fire suppression support and the campus meets all
requiraments for fire access, fire lanes and hydrant spacing.

The Fire Department reguires emergency vehicle access to all portions of the proposed
site buildings. In addition, water for fire suppression must be available to the proposed
buildings. The project site provides fire lanes and fire hydrants to the campus buildings
and water pressures on the site exceed the minimum required for fire suppression
support, Compliance with these reqguirements would ensure that this Impact is iess than

significant,
Chico Unified School District inspire Charter School Relocation Project
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o)

d)

tess Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not result in a significant
increase in demand for police services because the proposed increase in student
capacity is marginal, schoo! buildings would be equipped with an active alarm systemn,
and the school would utilize exterior lighting for improved visibility and security o the
tacilities.

Less Than Significant impact, When complete, the new scheol faciiities will be desighed
to accommodate approximately 480 students. This is an approximaie increase of 75
percent over the 280 students enrclied during the 2010/2011 school year and a 2)
percent increase over the 380 students projected fo be enrolied during the 2011/2012
school year, However, the project is designed 1o accommodate this increase in student
enroilment without adversely affecting scheol facilities.

The proposed project may resuit in adverse physical impacts associated with the
provision of new public school faciiities on the Chapman EBlementary campus. These
ootential physical impacts are addressed throughout this Initial Study and have been
defermined to be mitigable o less than significant levels.

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project site is directly adjacent to Community
Park. Increased students on what is currently the existing Chapman Elementary School
compus could generate increased activity at Community Park. However, this increcase in
use wouid be minor in comparison o 40 acres of multiple park-amenities offered ot
Community Park. Therefore, the proposed project wouid not require additionat staffing ot
Community Park. Additionaily, significant deterioration or accelerated deterioration at
parks and recreation-oriented public facilities from possibie incregsed usage is not
expected and the proposed project would have a less than significant impact on parks
and other public facilities.

No Impact. The project is not anticipated to have significant impacts on other public
facilities.

inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
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4.15 RECREATION.

al  Would the project increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such thaf substantial ] ] X ]
physical deterioration of the facility would occur
or be accelerated?

by  Does the project include recreational facilities, or
require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities, which might have an O O & O
adverse physical effect an the environment?

Overview:

The City of Chico currently includes a total of 4,317 acres of park, recreation, and open space
areas, including Bidwell Park {City of Chico 2010, p. 4.12-91). The Community Park is adjacent to
the project site.

The CARD Park and Recreation Master Plan identifies detailed level of service standards for each
parkiand classification. CARD standards consist of 1.5 acres per 1,000 residents for neighborhood
parks and 2.5 acres per 1,000 residents for community parks. Through this standard, it is the
intfention of CARD that most residents would be within a convenient walking distance of a
neighborhood or community park and have access to open space and greenways.

Discussion of Impacts

Q) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will be developed on an
undeveloped field used for recreation purposes on the Chapman Elementary School
campus. The field would be graded and developed to accommeodate the schocl
builldings and facifities. The existing adjacent parkiand of CARD's Community Park would
be used as a replacement for the recreational field being converted fo the relocated
Inspire Charter School's campus. Permission to use the Community Fark space 1s being
formaiized through the use of ajoint-use / reciprocal use agreement between the CUSD
and the Inspire Charier School Board and CARD to utilize the existing recreational
facilities located at the Community Park, The adjacent Park space is not intended io
replace the on-site field and recreation space at the campus site and is infended only as
a supplemental space that will be used on a limited and structured basis. Therefore, the
project would not substantially deteriorate any public parks or ofther recreafional
facilities,

b) tess Than Significant Impact. The proposed project inciudes the installation of new
olayground equipment and structures on the existing play area of the Chapman
Elementary schoot site. New play equipment would include modern play structures and
features meeting current State and District safety standards. The new eguipment would
replace existing grandfathered play eguipment on the existing developed scheo! site
that does not conform to existing safety requirements for new play structures. Therefore,
this impact is considered to be less than significant.

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter Schoof Relocation Project
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4.16  TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC. Would the project:

a)  Conilict with an applicable plan, ordinance or
policy establishing measures of effectiveness for
the performante of the circulation system, taking
into account all modes of transportation inciuding
mass transit- and non-motorized travel and J 7 X J
relevant components of the circulation system,
including but not limited 1o intersections, streets,
highways and freeways, pedastrian and bicycle
paths, and mass transit?

by Conflict with an  applicable  congestion
management program, including, but not limited
to level of service standards and travel demand —
; {
measures, or other standards established by the L O X 0
county congestion management agency for
designated roads or highways?

¢) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, inclading
aither an increase in traffic ievels or a change in ] O J B4
location which results in substantial safety risks?

) Substantially increase hazards due to a design
feature (e.g. -sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm O t O X
equipment}?
e) Result in inadequate emergency access? ] ] ] 4
gl Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs
regarding public transit, bicycie, or pedestrian -
facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance 0 t U X
or safety of such facilities?

Overview:

The project site is located in the City of Chico urban area. The Chapman Elementary Scheot site
is bounded by Community Park 1o the north, 16% Street and residential development to the west,
and existing commercial and light industrial uses fo the south and east. The project site is
located in the southeast corner of the Chapman Eiementary School site.

The major roadway in the vicinity is 200 Streef, a designated Artericl roadway located 1o the
south of the project site beyond the menticned commercial and industrial uses. The main line
roadway of Stale Route 99 is located approximatety 0.25 miles to the east of the project site.
Frimary access 1o the site weuld be provided by ¢ dead-end extension of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Parkway extending northward from the intersection of 201 Street. The extension of Dr. MLK Jr.
Parkway curenily provides the primary access fo Community Park and additiondlly serves one
mini-storage warehouse and three commercial / light industricd land uses adjacent to it. The
street is a fully developed Collecior roadway with curb, gutter and sidewalk improvements
aiong its full course, A cul-de-sac turn-bulb is provided atf it northern terminus which meets the
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- requirements of the City of Chico. The infersection of Dr. MLK Jr. Parkway and 20t Street is a fully
signalized intersection having o dedicated east-bound tum-lane and signal phase. No new
roadways or roadway connections are contemplated by the proposed project.

The primary and onty point of public access to the project site would be taken from the northerly
extension of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway north its intersection with 2010 Sireet. No public
connection will be provided to 16 Street or to the west and no Inspire Charter Schoo! parking
will occur in the existing parking area of Chapman Elementary School. The existing southem
parking area of Community Fark will be reconfigured to facilitate o new drop-off / pick-up zone
for the school using the existing rcadway access points from Dr. MLK, Jr. Parkway. The
reconfiguration of the parking area will provide for enhanced access and circulation and wili
result in o net loss of four existing parking spaces within the existing southern parking area.

The sfudent enrollment profile of the Inspire Charter School campus includes students and
faculty providing instruction for grades 9-12. The use of this grade structure results in the potential
for student trips from only those students in the 11h and 12t grades due to driving age
requirements. The proposed Inspire Charter School charter establishes a maximum per grade
level student cap of 120 students per grade level. Using a student driving factor of 80% for those
in the 12 grade and 50% for those in the 111 grade, this would result in the potential for
approximately 155 student drivers. This is combined with an additional approximately 30-35
faculty and staff daily drivers for a potential of approximately 185-190 average daily drivers
having the need for approximately 150 on-site parking spaces. The Community Park site
currently contains over 250 toftal parking spaces and the segment of Dr. MLK Jr. Parkway
axtending north of the 20 Street Intersection funciions well below its maximum Level of Service
threshold of “C" during non-peak hour and non-speacial event periods. No bus service will be
provided fo or from the campus site and public transit conneactions are available on 20t Street
south of the campus site.

Access 10 the relocated Cemmunity Park maintenance facility building will be provided via the
exfension.of a new service road from the current terminus of Ohio Street. Ohio Sireet currently
terminates af its intersection with Guill Street ond extends as o gravel, unimproved
parking/access way to the Community Park boundary. A new paved service road wil be
provided extending from Guill Street within existing street right-of-way and extending in an
northerly direction to the relccated facility.

Discussion of Impacts

a)  Less Than Significant impact. Utilizing a maximum student enrollment figure of 480 that
would result from an expanded Charter capacity for the future proposed size, the Inspire
charter school campus has the potential to generate approximately 820 daily frips o the
surrounding  roadways (based on staondard irp rates derived from the Institute of
Transportation Engineers Trip Generaiion Manual, 8% Edition). These frips would be more or
less divided evenly between AM. and P.M. trips.

Infersection and roadway functioning is often described by ifs Level of Service [LOS). LOS
“A" constitutes light iraffic conditions with no interruptions in service or delays ot
intersections. While LOS "F" represents congested and unstable conditions with slow
moving fraffic accompanied with significant delays at many interseciions. The Chico
General Plan astablishes o citywide goal for intersection performance during peak fraffic
periods af Level of Service "D or better for facilities In the project vicinity, The City of Chico
standards are important fo note here as it is Chico traffic facilities that would ke impacted
by the proposed project.

Chico Unified School District Inspire Charter School Relocation Project
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ci)

el

f)

As identified in the Chico General Plan EIR {City of Chico 2010, p. 4.5-48 — 4.5-53], the
currently most impacted traffic facilities in the vicinity of the proposed project are the
segment of 20 Street just to the south of the project site spanning from Sierra Nevada
Court to Martin Luther King Jr. Parkway as well gs the intersection of 20" Street and Martin
Luther King Jr. Parkway. According to the General Plan EIR, these faciliiies operate at thejr
least efficient LOS in the P.M, Peak Hour {LOS C and D, respectively, from 4:00 P.M. — 6:00
P.M.), vet fairly well in the AM. Peak Hour (LOS B from 7:00 A.M. — 9:00 A.M.). As the future
students at the Inspire Charter $School campus would finish with school at 3:00 P.M.
consistent with the balance of High Schools in the CUSD, it i not anticipated that the
increase of traffic in the area associated with the project would substantially effect P,
Peak Hour traffic efficiency 1o ¢ level below LOS D at the facilities described.

In addition, it is imporiant to note that the students of inspire Charter School praciice o
Hlex' schedule which means that students arrive and leave in disbursed numbers as
opposed fo all ot one time as typically dene af fraditfional high scheols. This dispersal of
trips resulis in @ more even distribution of P.M. trips from the site and eliminates traditional
short-duration peak events on local streets and interseciions.

At the current fime, CARD staffs the maintenance of the park with three full-time
employess and as-needed additional staff (seasonal/temporary). With the construction of
the relocated mainienance facllity, no new employees will be added nor wiill any new
maintenance operations parameters on the site change, CARD maintenance staff would
access the relocated puilding via Ohio Street and the new access road.

Based upon the fact that fact that the project will not result in a change to adopted LOS
standards nor will the project worsen an existing non-conforming LOS sifuation, this impact
is {ess than significant.

Less Than Significant Impact. $ee discussion in lfem a) above. The proposed project
would have a less than significant impact on established LOS standards during both AM
and P.M. peak hour pericds for all site aecess roads. The project impact would be less
than significant.

No impact. The project would not affect air traffic volumes. The project is located outside
the airport land use influence area of the Chico Municipal Airport; therefore, it would not
affect flight patterns or interfere with airport operations. There is no impact,

No impact. Access to the project site would be provided by existing access points
located along Martin Luther King Jr. Parkway.  This access point would not create
hazards due to design features or incompatible uses. There is no impact,

No Impact. Emergency vehictes would access the site from Martin Luther King Jr.
Parkway. This driveway location is already utifized for access fo the existing Community
Park facilifies and would continue to accommodate through movements of emergency
vehicles. Secondary emergency access would also be available from the west via the
extension of Cleveland Avenue into Community Park and along the northemn boundary
of the exisiing Chapman Elementary School campus where emergency access gates
are located. There is no impact from the proposed project.

No Impact. The proposed project involves the relccation of an existing charter school
from the Chico High School campus to the Chapman Elementary School campus. The
Chapman Elementary School campus is already served by alternate transportation
methods including bus rouies and bike/pedestrian paths. The proposed project will not
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conflict with adopted plans for alternative transporiation and will not have an impact on
alternative fransportation.
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4.17 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the
applicable Regional Water Quality Control (1 M ™ ]
Board?

b Require or result in the construction of new water
or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of —
existing facilities, the constructien of which could U U [ S
cause significant environmentai effects?

¢} Require or result in the construction of new storm
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could cause O 0 O X
significant environmental effects?

dy Have sufficient water supplies available to serve

the project from existing entitlements and ] [ 57 i
resources, or are new or expanded entitiements -
needed?

e} Result in a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider that serves or may serve the
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 3 1 X B
project’s projected demand, in addition to the
provider’s existing commitments?

f)  Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid Ul U X ]
waste disposal needs?

g)  Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and =
regulations refated to solid waste? O O S U

Overview:

The City of Chico provides wastewater services for the Chico High School and Chapman
Eementary School campuses, while water is provided 1o both campuses by the California Water
Service Company. The City of Chico also maintains public storm drainage improvements. Cther
utilities including electricity and solid waste disposal are provided to the community by private
companies,

New water and wastewater lines will be installed to facilitate the implementation of the project.
The new utility lines will be connect to existing service lines located in the northerly exiension of
Dr. MLK, Jr. Parkway to the east and will cross the existing southermn-most parking lot of
Community Park. New water and wastewater utifity lines will be exiended fo the relocated
CARD maintenance building. The new lines will be extended from their current terminus in Ohio
Street adjacent to Community Park and extended in a northerly direction to the site of the
relocated maintenance buitding.

Inspire Charter School Relocation Project Chico Unified School District
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration October 20117
4.0-44



4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

Discussion of Impacts

al

b}

Less Than Significant Impact. The project would be connected to the City of Chico’s
existing wastewater freatment system and plant. The plant is currently in compliance with
all wastewater standards and has additional capacity (¢ support the project,
Additionally, relocation of an existing charter school from one CUSD campus 1o another
would not generate ¢ significant increase in waostewater from what is currently
generated by nomal school operations. In other words, potential impacts are not
substantially greater than those associated with current operations of the Inspire Charter
School on the Chico High Schoo! campus. Additicnally, no new service demands wili be
created from the relocation of the existing Park maintenance building as there will no
appreciable increase in the size of the relocated building or increases in employees
servicing the site.

No Impact. With the proposed increase in student capacity and a potential for
increased student enrollmeni, there would be a comresponding increase in demand for
water from the California Water Service Company as well as increased wasiewater flows
entering the City of Chico's wastewater freaimeni plant. However, these increases
would be marginal and well within the capacities of existing infrastructure. Furthermore,
ootential impacts are not substantially greater than those associated with curent
operations of the Inspire Charter School on the Chice High School campus. New water
and wastewater connections and infrastruciure will be installed connecting the
proposed campus site to existing ccllection lines located in Dr. MLK, Jr. Parkway having
adequate capacity for wastewater collection and disposal and water service. New
“wet” uliity lines would be located under the existing southern parking areqa of
Community Park. A cross-access agreement between CUSD, the Inspire Charter School
Board and CARD will be required and is currently under formal consideration by all
parties. The project would not result In the construction of new water or wastewater
facilities that would result in a physical impact o the envircnment. As such, the project
will have no impact on water and wastewater facilities.  Additionailly, no new service
demands will be created from the relocation of the existing Park maintenance building
as there will no appreciabie increase in the size of the relocated building or increases in
employees servicing the sife.

No impact. Implementation of the proposed project would increase the amount of
impervious surfaces on the project site, resulting in greater stormwater runoff, Fowever,
existing on-site drainage retention facilities on the Chapman Elementary School campus
and on the proposed proiect site are sufficient to accommeodate this increase in storm
water runoff. Storm water is currently, and will continue to be, accommodated in on-site
retention basins and percolation trenches whereby water is temporarily retained and
allowed fo percolaie back inte the ground following large storm events. Development
of the project site will not result in the elimination of an amount of storm drainage area
resulting in o capacity deficit for the Chapman Elementary School.

Existing developed sub-surface storm drainage infrasiructure exists along the southemn
property line of the existing cdmpus however tests have indicated that due to age and
sediment build-up conditions, this system does not currently function in & capachy io
address on-site storm water runoff. However, the proposed new infiltration trenches and
surface basins will be adequate 1o accommodaie the proposed proiect requirements
without the need for external connecticns of off-site storm water basins or infrastructure.
As such, the project will have no impact on storm water faciiifies. '
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d)

o

f

)

The existing site of the relocated maintenance facility building is currently utilized for
green waste storage. The placement of the new maintenance building atf the location
will not impact any existing drainage facilities nor will the relocation on the facility modify
an area vsed for park related storm drainage. Drainage from the site will continue to be
accommodated via natural percolation in to the surrounding play field space.

tess Tharn Significant impact. Both the Chico High School and Chapman Elementary
School campuses are provided domestic water service by the California Water Service
Company (Caiwater). With the potential increase in student capacity and enroliment,
the projiect s expected 1o result in a slight increase in demand for water service.
However, increases would nol be substantially greater than the demand for water
service than that associated with current operations of the Inspire Charter School on the
Chico High Schoaol campus. Additionally, Caiwater has indicated the sufficient capacity
exists within the existing water service ling in Dr. MLK, Jr. Parkway to provide service fo the
site and the overall Calwater water delivery system can accommodate the demand for
water at the project site, inclusive of the relocated maintenance facility building. This
impact is considered less than significant.

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will be provided sanitary sewer
service by the City of Chice through its wastewater collection and treatment system. The
City of Chice curently generates and treats approximately 7.2 milion gallons of
wastewater each day [City of Chico 2010, p. 4.12-41). Capacity ot the City of Chico
Wastewater Treatment Plant is ¢ ~ 12 million gallons per day (depending on the weather),
The proposed school campus relocation wouid not result in substanticlly greater
wastewater collection demand than those associated with current operations of the
Inspire Charter School on the Chico High School campus. The City of Chico has indicated
that sufficient capacity exists within the existing waste disposal collection line located in
Dr. MLK, Jr. Parkway to provide service to the site and the overall City of Chico waste
water collection and freatment system can accommoddaie the demand for water at the
project site, inclusive of the relocated maintenance facility buiiding. This impact is less
tham significant,

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not significanitly increase the
amount of solid waste dlready generated by the Inspire Charter School during an
average day. Further, the Butte County Landfill has adeguate capacity at current
disposal rafe until the year 2018, and is currently seeking approval from the State for an
expansion of the landfill that would accommodate solid waste disposals to the year
2034, Solid Waste collection and disposal service is available to the project site via
private hauler service and regular collection service is required by both the City of Chico
and the CUSD at the site. Additionally, the CARD mainienance facility building and the
Communily Park sile is provided with reguiar solid waste disposal service. The relocation
of the maintenance facility buiiding will not change the current solid waste pick-up
program at the park. Solid waste, including green waste, from the relocated facility will
be picked-up via a new service road extending to the relocated facility from the cumrent
terminus of Chio Street, This impact is less than significant.

Less Than Significant impact. The proposed project wili comply with all state and federal
statutes regarding solid waste, This impact is considered less than significant.
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4.18 MANDATORY FINDINGS COF SIGNIFICANCE

a)  Does the project have the potential to degrade
the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildiife species,
cause a fish or wild-life population to drop
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate [] % 0 0
a plant or animal community, reduce the
number or restrict the range of rare or
endangered plants or animals, or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of
Califorriia history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are

individuaily Himited, but cumulatively
considerable?  "Cumulatively  considerable"
means that the incremental effects of a project . 5 M M

are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of
other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects.

c) Does the project have environmental effects that
will cause substantial adverse effects on human ] ] < ]
beings, either directly or indirectly?

Discussion of impacis

a) Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. Several Initial Study sections have
identified the potential for significant environmental impacts, including Sections 4.4,
Biclogical Resources, and 4.5, Culfural Resources, above, However, with implementation
of mitigation measures proposed within the relevant sections of this Initial Study, these
potential impacts would be reduced to a level that is considered less than significant.

b} Less Than Significant With Mifigatfion Incorporated. Impilemeniation of the proposed
project, in conjunction with other approved or pending projects in the region, has the
potential to result in cumulatively considerable impacts to the physical environment.
However, with impiementation of mitigation measures proposed within the reievant
saections of this Inilial Study, these potential impacts would be reduced to a level that is
considered less than significant,

c) Less Than Significant With Mifigafion Incorporated. With implemeniation of proposed
mitigation measures, reiocation of the Inspire Charter Scheol from the Chico High School
campus to the Chapman Elementary School campus will not result in adverse impacts on
human beings.
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5.1 DOCUMENTS REFERENCED IN INITIAL STUDY AND/OR INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

The following documents were used to determine the potential for impact from the proposed
project. Compliance with federal, state, and lecal laws is assumed in all projects.

Butte County Alr Quality Managament District, hitp//www . bcaamd.org/page/ files/Attainment-
status.pdf. Accessed July 2011,

Californic Air Resources Board. Alfr Quality Trend Summaries.
hitp://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/irends/irends] . ghip. Accessed August 2011,

California Department of Conservation, Cailifornia Geological Survey.
hito:/fwww.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/rahm/ap/Pages/affected.aspx. Accessed July 2011

Cdalifornia Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection Farmland Mapping
and Monitoring Program. Butfe County  Imporfant  Farmland, 2008.
fip//tip.constv.ca.gov/pub/dirn /FMME /pdf/2006/shaRé.pdf. Accessed July 2011,

Cdlifornia Department of Conservation, California Geological Survey. Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault  Zones. hiipl//www. consrv.ca.qov/cas/ighm/an/Map index/Pages/index.cspx.
Accessed August 2011,

California Department of Finance, Table BE-5. http//www . dof.ca.gov/research/demaographic/
reports/estimates/e-5/2001-10/. Accessed August 2011,

Cdlifornia  Depariment of Fish and Game. Cadlifornia Natural  Diversity  Daiobase.
htip//www.dfg.ca.gov/biogecdata/cnddi/mapsanddata.asp. Accessed August 2011,

California Department of Toxic Substances Control. Envirostor database.
hitp//www.envirostor. disc.ca.gov/public/. Accessed August 2011,

California Native  Plant  Society, inventory of Rare and  Endangered Plants, V7,
hitp://enps.site apivs.net/cgi-bin/inv/inventory.cgi. Accessed August 2011,

Calfornia State Water Resources Control Board., hitpl//www.swich.ca.gov/water issues/
programs/stormwater/. Accessed August 2011,

Chico, City of. 2010. City of Chico General Plan Environmental impact Report [EIR). 2010,
County of Butie. Butte County General Plan 2030. October 2010.

Federal Emergency Mancgement Agency. 2011, Flood Insurance Rate Map., Panel No,
06007 CO502E, January, 2011,

Federal Transit Administration (FTA), 1995, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. April,
19985,

United States Environmental Protection Agency {U.S. EPA}. 1971, Neoise From Consfruction
Equipment and Operations, Building Eguipment, and Home Appiliances. December 31,
1971,

Uniied States Fish & Wildliife Service, Endangered Species Program.
itk /iwww fws.gov/sacramenio/es/spp_list.htm. Accessed August 2011.
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